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Tymoshenko 
needs toxicology 
tests, doctors say 


Canadian doctor adds Ukrainian officials attempted 


to intimidate them during examination 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian officials 
attempted to intimidate the Can- 
adian doctors examining impris- 
oned opposition leader Yulia Tym- 
oshenko and prevented them from 
using equipment that would have 
produced immediate results. 

Dr. Peter Kujtan, MD, PhD, told 
Ukrainian News, the Ukrainian of- 
ficials spent hours briefing the doc- 
tors — not on medical matters, but 
on legal issues, namely what they 
could and could not do according 
to law. 

When asked whether he thought 
they were trying to intimidate 
them, Dr. Kujtan answered yes. 

Three Canadian doctors — Dr. 
Kujtan, Dr. George Rewa, MD, 
БАСЄСЄ, FCCP: FAHA, БАСР 
FRCPC, and Dr. Christine Derzko, 
MD, FRCSC, were part of a inter- 
national team, which examined 
Tymoshenko in her Kharkiv labour 
prison camp Feb. 14-15. 

The team also included two 
German doctors and a number of 
Ukrainian ones. 

They were selected by Canada’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from a 
list of five presented by the Ukrain- 
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ian Canadian Congress. (See 
Ukrainian News, February 16 —29, 
2012.) 

“After meeting and examining 
Ms. Tymoshenko, it is my opin- 
ion that she requires confidential 
blood and toxicology testing. Even 
though the Canadian team had point 
of care testing equipment which 
could produce results immediately, 
the Ukrainian authorities refused to 
allow its use, stating that we would 
be breaking several laws of the 
land and could face prosecution,” 
stated Dr. Kujtan in а statement 
issued by the UCC. “It was pointed 
out to them that it was the Ukrain- 
ian Government who invited us to 
carry out an examination, and that 
these testing items were listed on 
the original manifest.” 

“Ms. Tymoshenko was in full 
agreement and requested confi- 
dential and independent testing. 
The authorities also prevented the 
collection of any specimens vital 
for analysis. Any reports that she 
refused independent testing are 
false,” continued Dr. Kujtan. “I be- 
lieve that this lady is ill and in con- 
stant pain and requires toxicology 
and other laboratory testing. I also 
expressed concerns about injected 
substances she received that are 
banned in Canada.” 

Dr. Kujtan’s call for toxicology 
testing echoes a similar sugges- 
tion made by Czech Member of 
the European Parliament Suzanne 
Roytova who told Radio Svoboda 
that such a test was necessary to 
determine whether Tymoshenko 
has been poisoned (see Ukrainian- 
language story on page 2.) 

When asked whether such a test 
could determine of Tymoshenko 
was poisoned, Dr. Kujtan said that 
is one of the things toxicology test 
can confirm. 
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UCC opens National Office 


(UCC National)—In the presence of over a hundred 
members of the community, including the UCC Board 
of Directors, Clergy, Members of Parliament, the media 
and the Ukrainian Canadian community, UCC’s Nation- 
al office in Ottawa was officially opened, Feb. 26. 

“This is avery proud moment for the Ukrainian Can- 
adian people who have been working diligently for the 
past 120 years and have succeeded on implementing 
numerous accomplishments such as multiculturalism, 
human rights law in this country and more recently, 
anti-human trafficking initiatives,” stated Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress National President Paul Grod. 
“We have shown over time that we can work with 
government to represent the issues of concern to our 
community to government and today’s office opening 
15 another step in that journey.” 

The master of ceremonies for the office opening was 
UCC stakeholder relations coordinator, Olenka Reshit- 
nyk. Olenka welcomed dignitaries, guests and assem- 
bled clergy present and acknowledged distinguished 
guests. This was followed immediately by a traditional 
Ukrainian Pryvit or welcome, by Ottawa’s Svitanok 
Ukrainian Dancers who presented Grod with salt and a 
traditional Ukrainian bread called a Korovai. The bread 
symbolizing the warmth of Ukrainian hospitality and the 
salt representing our eternal friendship. 

“The inauguration of UCC’s National Office near 
Parliament Hill is a seminal moment for the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. As one of Canada’s largest and 
most influential Ethnocultural communities, we have 
an obligation to our community and decision makers 
to ensure that our voice is heard in a prominent and 
professional manner,” stated Grod. “It is thanks to the 
vision of the UCC Board and the generosity of our 
donors (many of whom are among us today) that this 
vision has become a reality. I look forward to working 
with all of you here today to ensure the vitality and 
success of our National Office.” 

This was followed by a Blahoslovennya by Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Bishop his grace Andriy Peshko, Rev- 
erend Stephen Wojcichowski, Father Cyril Mykytiuk, 
and Reverend Thor Okhrimtchouk. After completing 
the Blahoslovennya, Bishop Andriy presented Paul 
Grod with an icon of Saint Nicholas. 

Grod highlighted the accomplishments that the UCC 
has made representing the community over the years 
and thanked all present for their hard work and dedi- 
cation on behalf of the community. The assembled 
guests were also addressed by: Ukrainian World Con- 
gress President Eugene Czolij; Robert Sopuck, M.P., 


Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friend- 
ship Group, brought greetings on behalf of the Minis- 
ter of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism 
and Government of Canada; Nycole Turmel, M.P., 
Leader of the Opposition addressed the group and 
brought greetings from Her Majesty’s Loyal Oppos- 
ition; Mauril Belanger, MP for Ottawa Vanier brought 
greetings from the Leader of the Liberal Party Bob 
Rae; Dr. Mykhailo Khomenko, Charge D’ Affaires 
from the Embassy of Ukraine to Canada also brought 
greetings. 

After the speeches were concluded, there was a 
ceremonial ribbon cutting with Canadian govern- 
ment dignitaries and representatives of the clergy, 
the Ukrainian World Congress and government of 
Ukzaine flanking Grod. 

A reception followed featuring traditional Ukrainian 
music and food. 


Master of Ceremonies Olenka Reshitnyk. 
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Потрібно перевірити чи Тимошенко 
отруєна, каже Євродепутат 


Оксана Пеленська, Радіо Свобода 

Депутат Європейського парламенту, колишній 
міністр охорони здоров'я Чеської Республіки, а те- 
пер ще й кандидат на посаду президента Чехії, Зу- 
зана Ройтова, закликає провести докладний аналіз 
всіх висновків обстеження стану здоров'я колиш- 
нього прем'єра України - Юлії Тимошенко. На 
цьому вона наголосила в ексклюзивному інтерв'ю 

для Радіо Свобода. Євродепутат також вважає за 
потрібне, враховуючи випадок із Віктором Ющен- 
ком, проводити регулярні аналізи і токсикологічні 
обстеження, щоб здобути інформацію, яка б 
підтвердила чи спростувала інформацію, чи Ти- 
мошенко була отруєна. 

- Ви їздили в Україну тому, що Вас про це по- 
просила родина Юлії Тимошенко, чи у вас були 
повноваження Європейського парламенту або 
Міністерства закордонних справ Чехії? 

- Я їздила в Україну, щоб звірити інформацію, 
котру отримала від Олександра та Євгенії 
Тимошенків, а також я консультувалась у всьому, 
що стосується стану здоров'я Юлії Тимошенко, 
з головою Європейського парламенту та іншими 
людьми. 

- Після повернення з Києва Ви заявили, що стан 
здоров'я пані Тимошенко дуже важкий, що з нею 
поводяться жорстоко. Що базується за цими Ва- 
шим заявами, якими доказами ви володієте? 

- Я мала можливість говорити з деякими 
лікарями, правниками, мала можливість поди- 
витись на медичні висновки, які були зроблені 
тоді, коли Юлія Тимошенко отримала ліки про- 
ти простуди у в'язниці, після яких вона втратила 
свідомість. Також я консультувалась із лікарями, 
правником та людьми, які знають про пані Тимо- 
шенко більше 1 мають можливість бачитись із нею 
частіше. 

— Які конкретно є докази жорстокого ставлення 
до Тимошенко у в'язниці? 

- Знаю, наприклад, що коли її перевозили з 
Києва до Харкова, то комісія лікарів, яка провела 
обстеження, звернула увагу на те, що в неї на тілі 
є плями і підшкірні гематоми і що вона страждала 
від кровотеч із носу. Мабуть, десь в якихось про- 
токолах обстеження мало б бути записане, що на 
тілі є підшкірні гематоми. Ми можемо лише здога- 
дуватись, що є причиною цих гематом. 

Знаю, що в її камері міняли чи пересували стіну 
тоді, холи вона була в Києві. Це викликало великі 
підозри, про це, зокрема, говорила Євгенія Тимо- 
шенко, що на маму впливають якісь токсичні ре- 
човини. 

Також після перевезення до тюрми в Харкові, 
пані Тимошенко провели магнетичний резонанс, 
його результати говорять про серйозні травми. 
Крім цього, пані Тимошенко не лікують адекват- 
но, в неї навіть забрали милиці, завдяки яким вона 
могла пересуватись. А це свідчить про те, що вона 
мала б мати ліжковий режим, натомість майже що- 
денно з пані Тимошенко проводили допити. Крім 
цього, вона 24 години на добу перебуває в камері, 
яка освітлюється світлом, при якому можна і вночі 
без проблем. читати. А це умови, які суперечать 
статті третій Угоди про права людини, яку Україна 
підписала ще в 1995 році. Нічний сон є правом 
кожної людини, його порушення класифікується 
як тортури. fe 

- Чи Ви контактуєте з групами незалежних 
лікарів із Німеччини або Канади? 

Мене вражає, що Міністерство охорони здоров'я 
України, випереджуючи час, виголошує свої вис- 
новки, намагаючись зменшити симптоми хвороби 
Юлії Тимошенко 

— Hi, язними не розмовляла. Знаю лише, що свої 
висновки щодо стану здоров'я пані Тимошенко 
вони мають оприлюднити до кінця цього тижня. 
У зв'язку з цим, мене особливо прикро вражає, 
що Міністерство Охорони Здоров'я України, ви- 
переджуючи час, виголошує свої висновки, нама- 
гаючись применшити симптоми хвороби Юлії Ти- 
мошенко, і навіть ставить під сумнів кваліфікацію 
канадських лікарів. Знаю, що сертифікати лікарів, 
які приїхали з-за кордону, кілька днів перевіряла 
українська сторона. Це взагалі неприйнятно - ста- 
вити під сумнів їхню ерудицію, та ще й таким чи- 
ном, і на основі цього робити передчасні виснов- 

ки. 

- А яким шляхом можна було б перевірити 
токсичне отруєння організму Тимошенко? Які 
існують для цього методи? 


Побоювання, що Тимошенко могла бути отруєна 
навмисне якимись меншими дозами, не можна 
недооцінювати. 

- Звичайно, з плоті (тканини) людини можна от- 
римати таку інформацію. На основі зразків тка- 
нини можна провести аналізи, токсикологічне 
обстеження, щоб здобути інформацію, яка б 
підтвердила чи спростувала інформацію, чи за- 
знала пані Тимошенко токсичного отруєння. Було 
© добре, щоб такі обстеження проводились регу- 
лярно, вони б діяли як запобіжний засіб. Адже у 
випадку з паном Ющенком побоювання, що пані 
Тимошенко могла бути отруєна навмисне якимись 
меншими дозами, не можна недооцінювати. На 
мою думку, європейська і міжнародна спільнота, 
не тільки ЄС, мала б домагатись, щоб проводились 
такі незалежні обстеження та аналізи. 

- А що Ви можете сказати про стан здоров'я 
колишнього міністра внутрішніх справ України - 
Юрія Луценка, який також нездоровий і вже понад 
рік перебуває в тюрмі? 

Стан пана Луценка мене також гнітить, це теж 
людина, яка дуже серйозно хвора. Його процес 
політизований. 

Думаю, що його стан здоров'я також дуже се- 
риозний. На жаль, з ним я не мала можливості 
зустрітись. З того, що мені відомо, думаю, що пан 
Луценко теж потребує серйозного лікування. А 
оскільки він перебуває під стресом, спричиненим 
більше ніж однорічним тюремним ув'язненням, 
ця обставина йому, звичайно, не допомагає. Є 
в Україні й низка інших ув'язнених осіб, про- 
цеси над якими, говорячи щонайделікатніше, є 
сумнівними щодо справедливості судочинства: чи 
справді суди, які виносять вироки, є незалежними, 
чи вони працюють під впливом владних політиків? 

- Що за таких обставин може, на вашу думку, 
зробити Європейський Союз, чи мав би вжити 
щодо ситуації в Україні якісь особливі заходи? 

Справою Тимошенко займався Гельсінський 
комітет Данії, який у своїх підсумках також на- 
голосив, що ідеться про політично мотивований 
процес. 

- Європейський парламент вже ухвалив дві 
резолюції, в яких однозначно засуджує вирок Юлії 
Тимошенко і говорить у зв'язку з цим про пору- 
шення прав людини і зловживання судовою владою 
з метою політичних репресій проти українського 
політичного лідера та опозиції. Європейський 
парламент також наголошує, що закон, на основі 
якого вибірково була засуджена Юлія Тимошенко, 
був ухвалений ще в часи Радянського Союзу 1 дає 
можливість карного переслідування за політичні 
рішення, Ці статті 364 1365 радянського законодав- 
ства не відповідають стандартам ні Європейського 
Союзу, ні ООН. Тому Європейський Союз вже 
звернувся до української влади забезпечити про- 
зорий і незалежний правовий процес, якщо пані 
Тимошенко подасть на апеляцію. Європейський 
парламент також закликає Президента України 
Віктора Януковича та уряд України, щоб вони за- 
безпечили Юлії Тимошенко та іншим опозиційним 
лідерам їхнє право повною мірою брати участь в 
політичному процесі й у виборах, які наближають- 
ся. 

Я б також хотіла додати, що на початку листо- 
пада минулого року у Києві побувала комісія від 
Комітету проти тортур ООН з метою з'ясувати, чи 
побоювання родини і політичних однодумців Юлії 
Тимошенко відповідають дійсності. Цікаво, що 
тюремна служба перед самим їхнім приїздом пере- 
вела пані Тимошенко до нової камери. Ця нова ка- 
мера була щойно пофарбована, це було відчутно. 
Про висновки щодо вивчення справи Комітетом 
проти тортур ООН маємо дізнатись в березні. 

- Враховуючи тяжкий стан здоров'я, що потрібно 
зробити, щоб негайно розпочати лікування Тимо- 
шенко і Луценка? 

-- Передусім ми повинні дізнатись, якими є вис- 
новки німецьких і канадських лікарів. У випадку, 
якщо вони вважатимуть за потрібне лікувати пані 
Тимошенко за кордоном, наприклад, проведення 
операції, мало б бути перерване виконання пока- 
рання. А це відносно складний шлях. Мабуть, з 
цього треба буде починати. Де могла б лікуватись 
пані Тимошенко, ми сьогодні сказати не можемо. 
Потрібно знати, чи дозволить українська прокура- 
тура перервати виконання покарання. Але, як би 
події не розвивались, увесь світ стежить за розвит- 
ком подій в Україні й буде їх відповідно оцінювати. 


литувнни позна понуро 
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Tymoshenko needs |UCC disturbed over continuing repression in Ukraine 


toxicology tests, 
doctors say 


Cont. from P. 1 


“At the start and end of our report we 
identified the general state of health of Ms. 
Tymoshenko as “nezadovilne” that is not 
satisfactory and which the Ukrainian doc- 
tors agreed is best translated as “severely 
disabled,” stated Dr. George Rewa, MD, 
FACC, FCCP, FAHA, FACP, FRCPC in the 
UCC media release. 

“At the outset we would like to state how 
proud of and grateful to the Government of 
Canada we are for the strong position it has 
taken internationally on the Tymoshenko 
matter with respect to her health needs,” stat- 
ed Dr. Christine Derzko, MD, FRCSC. “The 
Canadian government through the ministry 
of Foreign Affairs wasted no time in turning 
words into action and no effort was spared in 
getting the Canadian humanitarian mission 
underway. Ms. Tymoshenko asked that we 
express her deepest gratitude to the Govern- 
ment of Canada for this initiative.” 

“As we watched, every attempt at intimi- 


dation by Ukrainian state authorities failed 


because Ms. Tymoshenko refused to be 
cowed. In a quiet commanding voice she 
stated her position that Ukrainian law gave 
her the right to health care and to her choice 
of a physician, each time quoting the exact 
article of law which supported her position,” 
concluded Dr. Derzko. 

UCC Executive Director Taras Zalusky 
told Ukrainian News a comprehensive state- 
ment by the doctors will be released in early 
March. 


European party 
demands tests 
for Tymoshenko 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The European 
People’s Party (EPP) has demanded that the 
Ukrainian authorities allow toxicological 
tests of former Ukrainian Premier Yulia Ty- 
moshenko be conducted at independent lab- 
oratories in the European Union. 

“The EPP asks the government of Ukraine 
to allow similar independent international 
medical examinations to take place on a 
regular basis in the future and asks the au- 
thorities to allow the holding of regular toxi- 
cology analyses at independent laboratories 
in the European Union,” reads a resolution 
approved by the EPP on Feb. 29 during a 
summit in Brussels, which was published 
on the Web site of the Batkivschyna Party 
on March 1. 

The EPP also called on the Ukrainian au- 
thorities not to question the findings of inter- 
national medical experts that had examined 
Tymoshenko and “if required, to allow med- 
ical treatment outside the prison system.” 

The party also expressed deep concern 
about the state of health of Tymoshenko and 

former Ukrainian Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko, as well as the conditions in pris- 
on that are dangerous for their health, and 
demanded the immediate release of Yulia 
Tymoshenko, Yuriy Lutsenko and other pol- 
itical prisoners. 


UN assists Ukrainians 
hit by cold snap 


The United Nations has donated $100,000 
to Ukraine to assist people suffering from 
the severe cold spell that has claimed some 
150 lives, reports The Associated Press. 

Most of the victims were homeless people. 

A UN spokesperson said February 21 that 
the money will be spent on warm clothing, 
food, and heating centers. 


Ukraine has been the most affected among 


European countries when temperatures 


dropped to minus 30 degrees Celsius earlier 
this month. Health officials said nearly 
5,000 people had sought medical help for 


frostbite and hypothermia. 


(UkrNews/UCC  National)--The Ukrain- 
jan Canadian Congress is deeply disturbed 
over the continuing politically motivated 
selective justice being administered by the 
Government of Ukraine towards opposition 
politicians, says a statement issued by the 
umbrella organization in reaction to the Feb. 
27 sentencing of former Minister of Interior 
and opposition leader Yuri Lutsenko 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Congress calls 
upon the Government of Canada to formally 
and publicly express its concern and dismay 
as to the process and verdict in this case. 
What we have witnessed today is another 
example of the politically motivated select- 
ive justice being meted out by the govern- 
ment of Ukraine, targeting opposition polit- 
icians in advance of October’s elections to 
the Verkhovna Rada,” stated UCC President 
Paul Grod. “This court case and verdict is 
the latest example of political repression in 
Ukraine and we believe that the world must 
stand up and take note of the situation in 
Ukraine. 

Grod’s comments echoed a statement 
issued on Feb. 27 by Catherine Ashton, the 
High Representative of the Union for For- 
eign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice- 
President of the Commission, and Stefan 
Fiile, EU Commissioner for Enlargement 


and European Neighbourhood Policy: 

“We are disappointed with the verdict 
against Mr Lutsenko, which signals the con- 
tinuation of trials in Ukraine which do not 
respect international standards as regards 
fair, transparent and independent legal pro- 
cess. We recall that the EU-Ukraine Summit 
of 19 December stated that respect for the 
Rule of Law will be of crucial importance 
for the speed of Ukraine’s political associa- 
tion and economic integration with the EU. 
We also note the recent resolution of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe on the functioning of democratic 
institutions in Ukraine. We will continue to 
monitor closely developments related to the 
appeals process of Mr Lutsenko, the review 
of the case of Mrs Yulia Tymoshenko by the 
Court of Appeal, and proceedings in the case 
of the former Acting Minister of Defence, 
Valeriy Ivashchenko, as well as in other sim- 
ilar cases. “ 

Lutsenko was sentenced to four years in 
jail for corruption and abuse of office. Lut- 
senko is the head of the People’s Self-De- 
fense Party - Our Ukraine Bloc. Lutsenko’s 
alleged offences include illegally granting 
an apartment to his driver and financial ir- 
regularities relating to celebrations marking 
National Police Day. 


Speak up for those who are silenced. 
Call the Family Violence Info Line at 310-1818. 


Help is available in more than 170 languages. 


www.familyviolence.alberta.ca 


Government 
З of Alberta ш 


The European Union and the United States 
have condemned this trial and the case tar- 
geting Tymoshenko as politically motivated 
proceedings and examples of selective jus- 
tice. 

“Canada must send a clear message to 
President Yanukovych that these types of 
actions will lead to serious consequences,” 
continued Grod in the Feb. 27 news release. 
“We ask that Canada continue to play a 
principal role in protecting human rights in 
Ukzaine.” 

Canadian Foreign Minister John Baird 

condemned the sentencing Feb. 28. 
Former acting defence minister Valery 
Ivashchenko, has also been in detention 
since August 2010, on charges of illegally 
selling a ship-repair factory in Crimea. For- 
mer Economy Minister Bohdan Danylyshin 
is in exile in the Czech Republic where he 
has been granted asylum. 

The recent events highlight the importance 
of the “Ukraine at the Crossroads” confer- 
ence being organized in Ottawa March 7 
& 8, by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Canada-Ukraine Foundation and the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa which will bring together 
global experts on Ukraine to discuss issues 
of democracy, human rights, the rule of law 
and corruption in that country, says the UCC. 


Aberton 
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Чи заслуговує Тимошенко Ha 
Нобелівську премію миру? 


Висунення кандидатури екс-прем'єра як 
інструмент політичної боротьби в Україні 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Юлія Тимошенко має шанс отрима- 
ти Нобелівську премію миру, вважають 
одні експерти. Інші констатують, що ви- 
сунення екс-прем'єра на таку відзнаку 
є інструментом політичної боротьби в 
Україні. Свою підтримку кандидатури 
Тимошенко висловив «Світовий конгрес 
українців», а у Європейській асоціації 
українців наголосили на недоречності 
зайвої політизації Нобелівської премії 
миру. 

Нобелівська премія миру - одна з 
тих всесвітньо відомих 1 поважних 
міжнародних нагород, що мають бути 
відсторонені від політики, відзначив 
у коментарі для Радіо Свобода радник 
Президента Віктора Януковича Дмитро 
Видрін. 

«Політика не повинна втручатися у три 
справи: в особисті стосунки, у юридичні 
справи i в премії. Не повинна втручатися 
в Греммі, Оскар, у Нобелівську премію та 
інші. Якщо політика не втручається у ці 
справи, значить, це правильна політика», 
-- наголосив Видрін. 

Крім того, Нобелівська премія миру має 
вручатися борцям або за мир, або за пра- 
ва людей, нагадав у розмові з Радіо Сво- 
бода президент Європейської асоціації 


a, КОРОВАЙ 
Я.Д Котсуда, for 
your Wedoing 


Call Lisa at 
(307)250-4655 ond visit 


українців Олексій Толкачов. Він вважає, 
що некоректно втягувати Нобелівський 
комітет в українську політику. 

«Тимошенко не є борцем за права люди- 
ни. Її висунення єпевним перебільшенням. 
Замість того, щоб боротися всередині 
країни, намагаються використовувати 
такі інструменті як Нобелівська премія. 
Висувати її на Нобелівську премію, щоб 
дошкулити Януковичу, просто використо- 
вувати Нобелівську премію як інструмент 
внутрішньої української політичної гри 
- це принизливо і для Нобелівського 
комітету, це є негідним і української 
політики», — наголосив Толкачов. 

Нобелівська премія миру вже давно є 
політичною, вважає політолог Михайло 
Погребінський. Саме тому, на його думку, 
Тимошенко заслуговує на номінацію і має 
певні шанси отримати нагороду. 

«Номінантами на Нобелівську премію 
ставали і з суто політичних міркувань. 
Тому не можна виключити, що Тимо- 
шенко може її отримати. Пам'ятаймо, що 
дали наперед Бараку Обамі, свого часу, 
давали ізраїльському прем'єру, а також 
лідеру організації, яка багато років вва- 
жалася терористичною. Якщо це їй якось 
допоможе скоріше вийти на свободу, я б 
до цього схвально поставився», — зазна- 
чив Погребінський. 

Колишня прем'єр-міністр Тимошенко, 
яка перебуває в ув'язненні, потрапила 
до списку із понад двохсот номінантів 
на Нобелівську премію миру. Серед 
відомих кандидатів цього року також 
колишній президент США Білл Клінтон 
та колишній канцлер Німеччини Гельмут 
Коль. 


Дирекція Фундації 
ім. Олега Ольжича 


в Канаді та Дирекція 


УНО Канади 


запрошують га доповіді 


UNF YHO: FNUC 


Оз 


Миколи Яковина, провідниого 


інтелектуала і народного 


депутата України У скликання, 
заступника Голови правління 
Фундації ім.Олега Ольжича, 
неурядової освітньої організації, 
та Голова Інституту Нації і 


Держави в Києві. : 3 
"Перспективи виходу із 
кризи в Україні" 


Доповіді відбудуться: 


Середа, 14 березня, о 7-й год. вечора в Українській 
Православній Аудуторії, 1625 Montreal Street, Regina. Під 
підтримці YHO Ріджайна, та СУС Ріджайна. 


П'ятниця, 16 березня, о 7-й год. вечора в Домівці УНО 
Едмонтон, 10629 - 98 ST. NW, Edmonton. 


Неділя, 18 березня, о 2-й год. дня в Осередку Української 
Культури і Освіти, 184 Alexander Аме. East, Winnipeg. Під 
підтримці УНО Вінніпег, та Осередку ОУК. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, March 1 - 14, 1-14 березня, 2012 


Юрій Луценко в залі суду, 27 лютого 2012 року 


Луценко: «Мій вирок 
показав слабкі місця режиму» 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Чотири роки в'язниці, конфіскація май- 
Ha Ta три роки без права працювати у владі 
та бізнесі - такий вирок отримав колишній 
міністр внутрішніх справ України, Юрій 
Луценко, за звинуваченням у взятті на ро- 
боту свого водія, у наданні йому пільг та 
організації святкування Дня міліції. Лу- 
ценко сприйняв цю новину з оптимізмом, 
а низка українських та світових політиків 
виступили з його осудом. 

Зранку 27 лютого, біля Печерсько- 
го районного суду Києва, перебувало 
кількадесят мітингувальників, які при- 
йшли підтримати Юрія Луценка. А та- 
кож вишикувалася величезна черга з 
журналістів. Частину з них до суду Tak i 
не пустили, У тісній залі засідань не було 
вільного місця: представники посольств 
Франції, Нідерландів, США та інших 
країн, які прийшли на суд, ледве змогли 
туди протиснутися. 

Наприкінці суду, виникла штовханина 
міліціонерів із журналістами, а потім - із 
народними депутатами, які обурювалися 
вироком Луценку. 

Судді по черзі читали вирок, швидко 1 
нерозбірливо. Однак із тих уривків, які 
почула сторона захисту, стало зрозуміло, 
що суд не врахував жодних з її аргументів 
і жодних матеріалів судового слідства, 
заявив у суді сам Луценко. 

«Я зрозумів, що ми з 
журналістами марно перебували тут 8 
місяців. Бо читають покази свідків, яких 
сюди не пустили. Ми чуємо фантастичні 
речі, написані прокуратурою до суду. Але, 
зрештою, це політичний процес. Я чудово 
розумію, що в кінці вироку подумки бу- 
дуть зачитані слова: «Вітаємо дорогого 
Віктора Федоровича з другою річницею 
інавгурації на посаду Президента!» - за- 
значив Луценко. 

Утім, він висловив упевненість, що об- 
винувальний вирок проти нього спрацює 
проти нинішньої влади. 

«В мене великий оптимізм щодо май- 
бутнього України. Цим процесом чинний 
режим показав свої смертельні точки. Він 
боїться чесних слів, і командної роботи 
демократів. Тому мене в жодному разі 
не випустять з клітки. Я сподіваюся, що 
ціною мого вироку опозиція побачить 
смертельні точки режиму і змінить владу 
мафії в Україні», - наголосив екс-міністр. 

Тим часом, судді продовжили чита- 
ти вирок, дійшли до слів про те, що 
суд визнає Луценка винним, зокрема, 
у завданні збитків Пенсійному фонду. 
Аж раптом судді почали стривожено 
перешіптуватися i головуючий Сергій 
Вовк оголосив, що суд на 5 хвилин іде до 
нарадчої кімнати. Луценко помітив, що 
в тексті вироку було пропущений термін 
позбавлення волі. І припустив, що судді 


помилково прочитали заготовку вироку із 
пропущеними цифрами, яку вони вперше 
бачили, 

Після перерви суддя Вовк оголосив 
рішення суду щодо Луценка: «Луценка 
визнати винним у скоєнні злочинів та пе- 
редбачити йому покарання нижче нижчої 
межі - 4 роки позбавлення волі, на три 
роки позбавлення права на управлінські 
посади та конфіскація всього майна». 

14 місяців перебування у СІЗО exc- 
міністрові МВС зарахували як вже 
відбуте покарання. Крім того, суд поста- 
новив стягнути з Луценка понад 640 ти- 
сяч гривень збитків, які він нібито завдав 
державі. 

Саме Take покарання 0 пропонува- 
ли представники прокуратури. За тією 
відмінністю, що вони хотіли бачити екс- 
міністра внутрішніх справ за гратами на 
півроку довше. Після оголошення вироку, 
прокурор Віктор Клименко назвав його 
обгрунтованим за всіма епізодами. 

«Я впевнений, що сьогоднішній вирок 
зробить суспільство кращим, оскільки ко- 
жен буде розуміти, що призначення на ви- 
соку посаду - це й великавідповідальність, 
і жодні красномовні виступи не дадуть 
сховатися за спинами підлеглих» — заявив 
прокурор журналістам. 

Низка опозиційних політиків одразу ж 
засудила обвинувальний вирок Луценкові. 
Серед них - і однопартієць екс-міністра, 
депутат від «Народної самооборони» Во- 
лодимир Ар'єв. 

«Троє злочинців, які чомусь перебу- 
вали у суддівських мантіях, винесли не- 
справедливий, неправедний вирок. I я 
вам обіцяю, що i Вовк, і дві дівахи обабіч 
нього (так депутат назвав суддів), рано 
чи пізно відповідатимуть згідно чинного 
законодавства - за засудження невинної 
людини», - заявив депутат. 

Адвокат Луценка, ор Фомін, назвав 
рішення суду ганьбою для України. 

«Це ганьба для системи українського 
судочинства. Я вважаю, що віднині в усіх 
інших країнах, які розглядатимуть спори 
щодо порушення прав людини в Україні, 
не буде потрібно жодних доказів того, що 
правосуддя на території Україні не діє», — 
зауважив Фомін. 

Захисники Луценка припускають, що 
йому навмисне призначили менше 5 
років позбавлення волі, оскільки такий 
термін українське законодавство дозволяє 
пізніше змінити на умовний - рішенням 
суду. А відтак Луценко і у в'язниці зале- 
жатиме від влади. 

Захист екс-міністра внутрішніх справ 
планує продовжувати оскаржувати ви- 
рок в Україні та за кордоном. Зокрема, 
за інформацією Фоміна, слухання справи 
Луценка в Європейському суді з прав лю- 
дини відбудеться 16 квітня. 
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West slams Lutsenko’s sentencing 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL)—Western Countries have 
slammed a Ukrainian court decision to sentence for- 
mer Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko to four years in 
prison after finding him guilty of embezzlement and 
abuse of office. 

The court also ordered the confiscation of Lutsen- 
ko’s property. The ruling said Lutsenko failed to ob- 
serve proper procedures in hiring and paying a close 
acquaintance while serving as interior minister from 
2007-10. 

“The conviction of the former minister of the inter- 
ior of Ukraine, Yuri Lutsenko, continues a troubling 
trend in Ukraine. This is yet another case of apparent 
political bias and arbitrary prosecution in Ukraine,” 
said Canada’s Foreign Minister John Baird in a state- 
ment issued Feb. 28. 

“This conviction, like that of Yulia Tymoshenko be- 
fore it, runs counter to the democratic aspirations of 
the Ukrainian people, and undermines the institutions 
upon which a peaceful, prosperous and democratic so- 
ciety depends. 

“Canada continues to advocate for freedom, democ- 
racy, human rights and the rule of law for all Ukrain- 
ians,” he added 

In Washington, U.S. State Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland told journalists that the United States 
is “disappointed.” 

“We urge the government of Ukraine to free Mr. 
Lutsenko and other senior former government offi- 
cials currently in detention,” Nuland said. 

Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt said the verdict 
casts doubt on the independence of the Ukrainian ju- 


diciary. 

«І think it further proves the point that the legal 
system in Ukraine is now used to criminalize what is 
essentially political activities,” he said, “and sort of 
increases our concerns on that particular point.” 

A joint statement by EU foreign policy chief Cath- 
erine Ashton and Enlargement Commissioner Stefan 
Fule said the ruling shows that Ukrainian trials “do not 
respect international standards” of the rule of law. 

British Minister for Europe David Lidington called 
the decision “deeply concerning” and said it “calls into 
question” Ukraine’s commitment to European integra- 
tion. 

Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski called 
the sentence “disproportionate.” 

“As far as I know, [Lutsenko] is being accused of a 
relatively trivial offense. And so it seems that this is a 
disproportionate and harsh system,” Sikorski said. “In 
other words, it is another argument for those who sus- 
pect the Ukrainian judicial legal system is not entirely 
free of political motivations.” 

Lutsenko, a close political ally of jailed former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, has consistently 
denied the charges against him. 

Tymoshenko is serving a seven-year sentence in a 
prison in the eastern city of Kharkiv after being con- 
victed of abuse of office in December. 

The European Union and the United States have 
condemned the prosecution of Tymoshenko and Lut- 
senko as politically motivated acts by their opponents. 
With contributions from Rikard Jozwiak in Brussels, 
RFE/RL ‘s Ukrainian Service, Reuters, and Interfax 


Ukraine’s diplomatic rift with EU widens 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The European Union on Feb. 
29 expressed “extreme disappointment” with the For- 
eign Ministry’s remarks attacking EU ambassador 
after he had criticized the government for creating a 
poor business climate in Ukraine. 

The sharp exchange underscores rapidly worsening 
relations between Ukraine and the EU that have start- 
ed to deteriorate after jailing of key opposition leaders 
in the country. 

“We noted with extreme disappointment the com- 
ments from the Information Policy Unit of the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs,” Maja Kocijancic, spokes- 
person for EU High Representative Catherine Ashton, 
said in a statement. 

The Foreign Ministry on Feb. 28 attacked Jose Man- 
uel Pinto Teixeira, the EU Ambassador to Ukraine, 
accusing him of meddling after his critical remarks 
about the poor business climate. 

The ministry said Teixeira “was trying to participate 
in Ukrainian internal political processes and public 
discourse.” 

The EU has rebuffed these allegations. 

“These remarks represent an unwarranted and un- 
founded attack on the personal integrity and profes- 
sionalism of Ambassador Pinto Teixeira,” Kocijancic 
said. “We categorically reject them.” 

Teixeira “continues to enjoy the full confidence of 
the European Union and has the support of the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy/Vice-President of the Commission, 
Catherine Ashton, and of the European External Ac- 


tion Service,” Kocijancic said. 

The relations between Ukraine and the EU have 
started to worsen quickly after the jailing of former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko for seven years in 
October 2011. 

These further deteriorated after the jailing of Yuriy 
Lutsenko, a former interior minister in the Tym- 
oshenko government, to four years on Feb. 27. 

Brussels saw Tymoshenko’s and Lutsenko’s trials 
as politically motivated and has put off the signing of 
bilateral agreements on political association and free 
trade over the issue. 

Further upsetting Kyiv, Teixeira recently criticized 
Ukraine for failing to improve its investment climate. 

“Ukraine has, regrettably, a dismal record on the 
business climate,” Teixeira told a meeting of govern- 
ment officials and businessmen, Reuters reported. 

“President Yanukovych’s pledges, since he was 
elected, that vertical power was necessary to fight cor- 
ruption and create an attractive business climate have 
regrettably produced no such results,” he said. 

Teixeira said in reality things were getting worse, 
there was less investment and the signing of a free 
trade deal between the EU and Ukraine had been 
“undermined” by the use of selective justice for polit- 
ical purposes. 

Ukraine ranked 152nd out of 183 economies includ- 
ed in the World Bank survey Doing Business 2012, 
after coming 149th in the previous annual survey. It 
has one of the worst tax systems in the world, accord- 
ing to the survey. 


Tymoshenko ready to sacrifice freedom for liberation 


(Interfax-Ukraine)}—Former Ukrainian Premier 
Yulia Tymoshenko has thanked former Ukrainian 
Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko for his courage and 
stated that the opposition leaders are ready to sacrifice 
their freedom for the liberation of the state from the 
regime of Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. 

“T will not analyze their decisions, as absurd cannot be 
analyzed. The whole country and the whole world can 
see who exactly has power in Ukraine, who orders and 
churns out political sentences. Everyone and everything 
have got their names. I would like to say another thing. 
The day of Yuriy Lutsenko’s conviction was also a day of 
the declaration of the verdict on Yanukovych’s regime,” 
reads Tymoshenko’s commentary on Lutsenko’s 
conviction, which was posted on the Web site of the 
Batkivschyna Party on Feb. 27. 

“Yes, they throw us behind bars, but they are afraid 
of us even more. They hide us in prisons but they feel 
with their animal instincts that they are running out of 


time,” Tymoshenko said. 

According to her, no matter what the current 
authorities do, “they are unable to deceive and 
intimidate everyone.” 

“They announce verdicts to us and get their own 
verdict, from which they will never hide behind any 
walls, castles or residences. Their end will come soon. 
And it will come not from abroad. Their inglorious end 
will come from Ukraine: from Lviv and Donetsk, from 
Odesa and Poltava, from Cherihiv and Kharkiv,” 
Tymoshenko said. 

“Today we are behind bars. But if we have to pay 
such a price for the liberation of the country, then we 
are ready to pay it. I know that Yura [Lutsenko] will 
support me,” Tymoshenko said. 

Tymoshenko thanked Lutsenko for his patience, 
courage, dignity, strength, nobility and for being “a 
real man against the background of those powerless 
clowns” that attempted to judge him. 
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Before coming to Cross Lake, Sister Carmen 
Catellier, S.N.J.M., below, was pastoral minister in 
the Manitoba Cree community of Brochet апа Dene 
reserve of Lac Brochet, following her 23-year 
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The Yanukovych regime’s spin doctors have reacted in 
typical fashion to the nomination of Yulia Tymoshenko for 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Politics should not play a role in this 
award, huffed Yanukovych’s advisor Dmytro Vidrin in an 
interview with Radio Svoboda (see the Ukrainian-language 
story on page 4). 

What Vidrin is apparently unaware of, or deliberately ig- 
noring, is that politics have played a critical role in Nobel 
Peace Prize awards, especially since 1960. This is particu- 
larly true where an individual or organization is fighting for 
basic human rights against an oppressive regime, or regimes. 
And in awarding these individuals, what the Nobel Peace 
Prize Committee has been doing is bringing world attention 
to their causes. Thus the Tymoshenko nomination fits in per- 
fectly with the historic precedents. 

Here are just some of the most glaring examples: 

¢ 1960: Albert Lutuli, South Africa; President of the African 
National Congress. “Was in the very forefront of the struggle 
against apartheid in South Africa.” World attention began fo- 
cussing on South Africa’s policy of apartheid that year. By giv- 
ing the prize to its most prominent opponent at that time, the 
committee was giving the South African government a slap in 
the face and making a strong statement against apartheid. 

* 1964: Martin Luther King, Jr., United States; Campaign- 
er for civil rights, “first person in the Western world to have 
shown us that a struggle can be waged without violence.” In 
this particular case the Nobel Committee was sending a mes- 
sage to the governments of the Southern United States where 
Blacks faced the local version of apartheid, known as seg- 
regation and were denied even the most basic of democratic 
rights — namely the right to vote. A year after King’s award, 
the U.S. Congress passed the Voting Rights Act which out- 
lawed the Southern “Jim Crow” laws and returned the right 
to vote to millions of disenfranchised African-Americans. 
This led to the end of legalized segregation and changed the 
political landscape of the South forever. 

* 1975: Andrei Dmitrievich Sakharov, Soviet Union; “| for 
his] struggle for human rights, for disarmament, and for 
cooperation between all nations”. By awarding the Soviet 
Union’s most noted dissident, the committee was once again 
sending a message in defence of human rights. A year after 
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Tymoshenko deserves Nobel Peace Prize 


Many historic precedents exist to honour struggles for democracy and human rights 


Sakharov’s award, Jimmy Carter was elected President of 
the United States. (The newly-enfranchised A frican-Amer- 
icans of the South played a key role in his victory). Carter 
became the first U.S. President to make human rights the 
comerstone of his policy towards the Soviet Union. Within 
the next 15 years the dissidents temporarily triumphed and 
the USSR collapsed in 1991, only to be revived today under 
Putin, Yanukovych and company. (Carter incidentally was 
the 2002 laureate “for his decades of untiring effort to find 
peaceful solutions to international conflicts, to advance dem- 
ocracy and human rights, and to promote economic and so- 
cial development”.) 

¢ 1977: Amnesty International, United Kingdom; “[for] 
protecting the human rights of prisoners of conscience”. In 
awarding the organization most prominent in the defence of 
human rights the Nobel Committee was once more making a 
statement on that issue. 

* 1980: Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, Argentina; Human rights 
leader; “founded non-violent human rights organizations to 
fight the military junta that was ruling his country (Argen- 
tina).” Again a statement directly aimed at an oppressive ге- 
gime that tortured its dissidents. Within two years the Argen- 
tinean junta collapsed and democracy was restored to that 
country. 

¢ 1983: Lech Walesa, Poland; “Founder of Solidarnosé; 
campaigner for human rights”. Coming fresh on the heels of 
the declaration of martial law in Communist Poland Walesa’s 
award was a strong statement supporting the democratiza- 
tion of his country. Within six years Communism collapsed, 
democracy was instituted and in 1990 Walesa became the 
first democratically elected President of Poland. 

¢ 1984: Desmond Tutu, South Africa; Bishop of Johan- 
nesburg; former Secretary General, South African Council 
of Churches. Yet another strike against apartheid. Once the 
policy was finally brought to a close and Blacks granted their 
democratic rights, the committee recognized this by jointly 
awarding recently-released Black leader Nelson Mandela 
and then-Prime Minister of South Africa, Frederik Willem 


de Klerk, “for their work for the peaceful termination of the 
apartheid regime, and for laying the foundations for a new 
democratic South Africa” in 1993. 

- 1989: Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama, Tibet; “In his 
struggle for the liberation of Tibet [he] consistently has op- 
posed the use of violence. He has instead advocated peaceful 
solutions based upon tolerance and mutual respect in order 
to preserve the historical and cultural heritage of his people.” 
A statement condemning the oppression of the people of 
Tibet by Communist China. 

- 1991: Aung San Suu Kyi, Burma; “for her non-violent 
struggle for democracy and human rights”. The leading 
voice of the pro-democracy movement opposing her coun- 
try’s military junta, Suu Kyi was under house arrest at the 
time of her award. She was released only in 2010. 

« 1992: Rigoberta Mencht, Guatemala; “[for] her work for 
social justice and ethno-cultural reconciliation based on re- 
spect for the rights of indigenous peoples”. 

* 2000: Kim Dae-jung, South Korea; “for his work for 
democracy and human rights in South Korea and in East 
Asia in general, and for peace and reconciliation with North 
Korea in particular”. 

2003: Shirin Ebadi, Iran: “for her efforts for democracy 
and human rights. She has focused especially on the struggle 
for the rights of women and children.” 

* 2010: Liu Xiaobo, China; “for his long and non-violent 
struggle for fundamental human rights in China”. Liu is the 
third person to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize while in 
prison or detention, after Germany’s Carl von Ossietzky 
(1935) and Burma’s Aung San Suu Kyi (1991). Liu is also 
the second person (the first being Ossietzky) to be denied the 
right to have a representative collect the Nobel prize for him. 

There are other examples we could use, but these are some 
of the most obvious precedents. 

As the most prominent of all the political prisoners jailed 
by the Yanukovych regime, Tymoshenko has become a sym- 
bol of the struggle for the return of democracy in Ukraine. 
On that basis she deserves the Nobel Peace Prize. So let us 
be clear on this issue. This nomination is not about her as 
an individual, but about what she represents — to repeat 
— nothing less than the struggle for democracy and human 
rights in Ukraine. 


Concerted world attention on Ukrainian 
political prisoners 15 imperative 
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Ed Note: This Open Letter from the Canadian Group 
for Democracy in Ukraine reflects concerns of global 
democrats regarding the systematic elimination from 
political life of some 100 members of the official op- 
position parties of Ukraine, in particular former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and former Minister of the 
Interior Yurij Lutsenko, and shares initiatives designed 
to assist them. Above all, the Letter seeks action from 
each person of good will to assist in a just cause. 


Dear Friends, 

Like most of you, the Canadian Group for Democ- 
racy in Ukraine, founded last year to counter Ukraine’s 
regression from democracy, is gravely concerned about 
the plight of its leading opposition figures. Politicians, 
like former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and 
former Minister of the Interior, Yurij Lutsenko are in- 
carcerated in contravention of the rule of law and uni- 
versally acceptable human rights norms as President 
Victor Yanukovych cripples Ukraine’s parliament and 
undermines democracy. 

Since the arrest of Ms. Tymoshenko, the Group has 
organized protests, letters to the Prime Minister of 
Canada, and urged others to keep a public focus on the 
imprisoned freedom fighters. 

Important institutions have stepped up. Canada’s 
government, with others, has repeatedly criticized 
the situation and lately, sent a team of medical doc- 
tors to examine the health of Ms. Tymoshenko: appar- 
ently her situation is “grave’. The World Federation 
of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations is sending a let- 
ter to its members to publicly support the opposition 
democrats. Academic organizations are looking into 
honorary degree awards. Organizations in the United 
States are putting the matter on their national execu- 
tive agendas. In Ukraine, esteemed leading women 
like Lina Kostenko, Nina Matviyenko, Oleksandra 
Kuzhel, have appealed to women government leaders 
of the world to intervene. 

This is a fine start but more is needed. As its specific 
project, the Group is seeking national and international 
women and human rights awards for Ms. Tymoshenko 
specifically the John Diefenbaker Defender of Human 
Rights and Freedom Award offered by the Canadian 
government and the John Humphrey Freedom Award 


“Fight and you shall win!” 


Taras Shevchenko 


created in honour of the great Canadian who penned 


the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. Last year it was awarded to Ales Michalevic, 
the opposition leader in Belarus. 

Concerted world attention is a powerful tool. It 
brought about the release for Myanmar’s leading 
democrat Aung San Suu Kyi. Nelson Mandela’s re- 
lease was, іп по small way, the result of protests, media 
focus, publications and some 270 awards. Now, is the 
time to mount a similar effort for Ukraine’s democrats. 

We urge you to act. You might seek public commit- 
ments from you politicians, keys to your city, honour- 
ary university degrees, articles and opinion pieces 
in broadsheet and social media, lectures — church, 
sports, genealogy — and other ways that reach out 
beyond our community to ensure Ukraine’s impris- 
oned patriots are set free. A most worthy achievement 
would be to secure their nominations a “person of the 
year’ for prestigious publications like Time Magazine 
or for the Nobel Peace Prize. Such distinctions would 
underscore that sustaining democracy in Ukraine is 
critical to the region (a democratic Ukraine stimulates 
Russia toward democracy) and to global peace and 
security and that Ukraine’s dangerous reality vis-a- 
vis its democrats is a vital message to other emerging 
democracies like the Arab Spring. 

Together, we shall overcome. Justice will triumph 
and Yulia Tymoshenko, Yurij Lutsenko and the other 
Ukrainian political prisoners will go free. To assist 
your efforts, please find enclosed brief biographies of 
both opposition leaders and more information on our 
Group on <cg4du@groups.facebook.com>. 

With warm regards, 

On behalf of the 

Canadian Group for Democracy in Ukraine 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Walter Derzko 

Marco Levytsky 

Myroslava Oleksiuk 

Marta Onufriv 

Andriy Zhalko Tytarenko 
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Ukraine’s archaic едисабоп| UWC to monitor Уктаїпе'я 
system must change 


Marta Farion, President 
Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation of America 

The global community is focused on Ukraine’s poli- 
cies of centralization of control and the country’s East 
versus West divisionary tactics. Education is prime 
territory for this process. The drafts of a Law on 
Higher Education proposed a year ago and again in 
December 2011 provide a tangible example of con- 
flicting worldviews. 

Ukraine’s Ministry of Education, Research and 
Sports led by Dmytro Tabachnyk, marked the year- 
end holidays by proposing yet another draft law on 


_ higher education to codify control of the nation’s uni- 


versities. Days later, two additional draft laws intend- 
ed to integrate Ukraine into the European educational 
systems were registered in Ukraine’s Parliament — one 
by Arseniy Yatseniuk and Lesya Orobets, Members 
of Parliament and the Front of Change Party, and an- 
other by Yuri Miroshnichenko, MP and representative 
of Ukraine’s President Viktor Yanukovych in Parlia- 
ment. The proposed drafts facilitated more public and 
academic discussions on education reform. 

Ministry attempts to pass a Soviet-style law failed 
last year due to resounding opposition embodied in 
student protests, and domestic and international de- 
mands for European standards and transparency. 
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, along with leading Ukrain- 
ian intellectuals, political and civic leaders spoke un- 
apologetically for autonomy and academic freedom. 

There is general agreement that the country’s ar- 
chaic system does not provide for academic free- 
dom, university autonomy, curriculum choices, PhD 
programs, transparency in admissions and degree 
awards, independence in research, management and 
administration, and achievement of higher educa- 
tional standards. The issue of certification of degrees 
must finally be brought into focus as well. 

The absurdity of the Ministry’s refusal to certify for- 
eign academic degrees and credits, even from the best 
universities in the world, such as Oxford, Harvard, 
Stanford, Sorbonne and others makes a mockery of 
Ukraine’s entire educational system. And yet, the 
Ministry continues to promote the current antiquated 
Soviet relic of certification known as "позітібКаїзіа". 

Another serious issue of contention is the still-in- 
place Soviet system that artificially divides education 
and research. Such a system prevents Ukrainian uni- 
versities from competing internationally and blocks 
any chance to elevate their rankings. This situation 
persists because their own government impedes par- 
ticipation in activities and publications according to 
international requirements. 

Minister Tabachnyk’s recent attempt to receive ap- 
proval for his proposed draft law from the European 
Union’s Commission on Education backfired. Inna 
Sovsun, Director of the Center for Society Research 
and faculty member of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, sum- 
marized the EU’s report in a thoughtful article pub- 
lished on Feb. 3, 2012. The EU criticized the Min- 
istry’s focus on overwhelming central regulations, 
lack of innovation and guarantees of institutional 
autonomy and academic freedom, and dismissed the 
government’s continuous empty rhetoric about “guar- 
anteeing the quality of education” as political man- 
oeuvring. 


It appears that a clash of ideologies exists within 
the government between the President on one hand, 
and the Minister of Education on the other. In 2010, 
President Yanukovych announced a Proclamation 
outlining his position on general reforms, including 
the area of education (Ukaz No 926/2010 of Sep 20, 
2010). The President instructed the Minister of Educa- 
tion to, “Provide real autonomy to the leading insti- 
tutions of higher learning as a means to improve the 
quality of higher education...” The President repeated 
his position throughout the year in the specific sen- 
tence, “The goal of reforms of the system of education 
is to raise the level of competitiveness of Ukrainian 
education, and the integration of Ukraine’s education 
system into a European educational space”. 

Ukraine signed the Bologna Declaration in 2010, a 
pledge by 29 countries in Europe to reform the struc- 
tures of their higher education systems in a convergent 
way, and promised to comply with requirements for 
integration of higher education into European edu- 
cational standards. To this date, Ukraine has failed 
to comply with its lawful obligations. Minister Ta- 
bachnyk directly usurps this agreement. 

If President Yanukovych’s word is true, then Mr. 
Tabachnyk’s proposals directly challenge the stated 
goals of the President and circumvent Ukzaine’s na- 
tional interest. Unfortunately, Mr. Tabachnyk has be- 
come a lightning rod and continues to foment contro- 
versy and confrontation. When the Minister’s agenda 
abrogates the President’s program with impunity, it 
calls into question the President’s role and author- 
ity. Creative manipulation of power, such as this, is 
counter-productive to Ukraine’s intellectual and eco- 
nomic prosperity. 

It is well past the time for the government to stop 
empty rhetoric on reform. Continued lip service to 
academic reform, while implementing a contrary 
agenda, will bring ridicule, scorn and ultimately, fail- 
ure. 

Genuine steps must be taken now to secure Ukraine’s 
competitive position in education and move the coun- 
try to join the world community. It is imperative to 
Ukraine’s national interests to raise academic stan- 
dards and provide opportunities for innovation that 
lead to economic prosperity. The price of failure to 
implement true reforms is high. Education’s import- 
ance to the growth of a vibrant, broad and robust econ- 
omy in Ukraine underscores the difference between 
fundamental reform and a step backward. 

Ultimately, the forces of change will not be stopped. 
Change is essential and it is inevitable. The people of 
Ukraine chose freedom and self-determination. Na- 
tional University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy has been 
leading the country’s reform in education since its re- 
establishment twenty years ago. A new generation of 
Ukrainians educated in such an environment testifies 
to this irreversible change. 

Minister Tabachnyk’s policies are doomed to fail. A 
culture of arrogance, control, retribution, and archaic 
systems is unsustainable. The choice is between pre- 
paring for the future, or being doomed to past failures. 
Ukraine’s government has an obligation to protect 
freedom, independence and the security of current and 
future generations. The time to take a stand and shape 
Ukraine’s future is ...now. 


Ukrainian opportunities to immigrate to Canada 


Andy J. Semotiuk 
U.S. and Canadian Immigration Lawyer 

Not every door is a good door to knock on to 
immigrate to Canada from Ukraine. But one good 
door is an occupation in high demand in Canada and 
one where the applicant has experience in Ukraine. 
So what are those occupations? 

Note that the following occupations remain open 
for applicants who want to come to Canada as federal 
skilled workers and who can self-petition their way 
into Canada by simply filing an application. It is now 
March 2012 and these occupations remain unfilled 
since July 1, 2011. 

Note however, that the key requirements are one 
year of full time job experience plus passing the 
English or French language test. 

What is so good about these occupations, however, 
is that one does not need to show a credential to be 


able to do the work in Canada - only that they did 
the work in Ukraine. Below I list the name of the 
occupation and the number of applications received 
so far in that category leading to the 500 cap for this 
year. 

The new fiscal year begins July Ist, 2012 so in 
theory the new year will start all occupations at zero 
and make 500 slots available for each occupation. 

Chefs (144); Cooks(341); Contractors and 
Supervisors, Carpentry Trades(157); Contractors and 
Supervisors, Mechanic Trades (404); Electricians 
(Except Industrial and Power System) (189); 
Industrial Electricians(199); Plumbers (53); Welders 
and Related Machine Operators (54); Heavy-Duty 
Equipment Mechanics (61); Crane Operators (13); 
Drillers and Blasters — Surface Mining, Quarrying and 
Construction (12); Supervisors, Oil and Gas Drilling 
and Service (147). 


parliamentary elections 


(UWC)—In response to the Foreign Minister of Ukraine’s Jan. 25 
pledge to invite International Election Observers to monitor the upcoming 
Oct. 28 parliamentary elections, the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
has announced that it will once again actively participate in Ukraine’s 
electoral process by hosting a delegation of International Election 
Observers. 

Long and short-term monitoring and reporting on the electoral process 
is critical to protect Ukraine’s fledgling democracy. As a result, at the 
last UWC Board meeting, a motion was approved to establish a special 
committee to lead and coordinate an international election observation 
mission. The Committee’s tasks are to solicit experienced volunteers from 
UWC member organizations worldwide, develop an election observer 
strategy, prepare training materials and briefings for the election monitors 
and coordinate the Observer Mission. 

Due to their long-time experience in leading past election “missions, 
Tamara Olexy, President of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, and Paul Grod, President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
were appointed by the UWC Board to serve as Committee Co-chairs. 

Upon accepting her appointment as co-chair, Olexy emphasized the 
vital role of international election observers in enhancing the transparency 
of the election process, and stated, “I am grateful to the UWC Board 
members for placing their confidence in Paul Grod and myself to co-chair 
the special committee to lead an international election observer mission.” 
Grod also thanked the Board and added “Ensuring free and fair elections 
is critical to Ukraine’s developing democracy and we are proud that 
international election observers led by the UWC in coordination with its 
constituent country organizations will continue to stand by the people of 
Ukraine”. 

Information on how to apply to become an International Election 
Observer with the UWC’s Mission will be available in the coming 
weeks in the Ukrainian media as well as on the UWC website at <www. 
ukrainianworldcongress.org>. 

“The monitoring of elections in Ukraine continues to be a priority for 
the UWC. The right to vote in free and fair elections is a fundamental 
democratic right that expresses the political will of the people. The 
UWC encourages all eligible voters to vote on October 28, 2012 during 
Ukraine’s Parliamentary elections,” stated UWC President Eugene Czolij. 
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PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


WHAT IS A HUMAN BEING? 


Stephen Woodworth, Conservative MP for Kitchener Centre, wants 
Parliament to discuss what it means to be human. He points out that 
under Canada’s definition of human, children are not human beings 
until birth. He argues that advances in medical science have made 
that definition outmoded. 

He has introduced a motion in Parliament calling for a special com- 
mittee to be formed to look at the definition of human being, report 
back on the medical evidence and make recommendations on how 
to deal with the current law. He says the law is based in limited 17" 
century medical knowledge and does not reflect 21* century under- 
standing of medical science. 

Mr. Woodworth acknowledges that the topic is relevant to the abor- 
tion issue but that it goes beyond that. Canada at present has no laws 
restricting abortion at any stage. Approximately 500 late-trimester 
abortions are performed in Canada each year, with about 50 resulting 
in children who are born alive but then are allowed to die under the 
category ‘termination of pregnancy.’ 

“A respectful dialogue to update a 400 year old definition of human 
being with the aid of twenty-first century information will benefit 
everyone. Whatever view one has about other issues, does it make 
medical sense in the twenty-first century to say that a child is not 
a human being until the moment of complete birth? Members of 
Parliament have a duty not to accept any law that says some human 
beings are not human.” 

The motion is expected to be debated in Parliament in March, with 
a vote on forming the committee expected to take place in May or 
June. The Committee would have to be formed shortly after the pas- 
sage of the motion and report back to Parliament within 10 months. 
I think this is a topic that needs discussion. 

What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Natalia Kononenko (right) being greeted by Valentina Del’ 
(centre) and Valentina Rybalka, a municipal official in the 
village of Orlovka. 


Kononenko studies 
Ukrainian Folklore 
in Kazakhstan 


(Kule Centre)—Canada is not the only place where 
Ukrainians migrated over 100 years ago. As soil depletion 
and overpopulation enticed people to move to Canada, so 
it drove them to other areas with wide open spaces and 
many Ukrainians went to Kazakhstan. Because Ukrainian 
settlers went to these two. very different places at about the 
same time, comparing their folklore yields insights into the 
process of adaptation to a new land. 

Professor and Kule Chair Natalie Kononenko is one of the 
three principle investigators on the Sanctuary project, an 
effort to document sacred heritage on the Canadian prairies. 
She works with John-Paul Himka and Frances Swyripa of 
the History Department and her job is to conduct interviews. 
She asks how rituals such as weddings and baptisms were 
celebrated in the past and how they are performed now. She 
documents changes to the marking of Easter, Christmas, and 
other important holidays. 

When she was invited to spend a month in Kazakhstan 
working with Alevtina Cvetkova from Toraygyrov State 
University in Pavlodar, she saw a wonderful opportunity to 
gather comparative data that would help her better understand 
the process of adaptation that Diaspora communities undergo. 
She worked in villages in the northeast of Kazakhstan, just 
south of Siberia and west of China and recorded many hours 
of material. 

Her work shows that ritual songs are well preserved while 
other aspects of ritual do mutate, with each area creating 
its own version of the wedding and other important rites. 
Kononenko’s materials from both Kazakhstan and the 
Prairies is now being processed by her and by graduate 
students Ludmila Nazarova and Regan Treewater. A 
test website is already up and a public website should be 
available shortly. 


EU demands opposition 
participation in election 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The signing and ratification of the as- 
sociation agreement between Ukraine and the EU will be 
jeopardized if the leaders of the Ukrainian opposition are not 
able to participate in parliamentary elections this autumn, 
the press service of the Batkivschyna Party has reported. 

This is stipulated in paragraph 6 of a final statement issued 
by the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee. 

The committee expressed its “deep disappointment” at the 
conviction of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and 
called on the Verkhovna Rada to cancel Article 365 of the 
Criminal Code, because it believes that “a politician should 
be held politically accountable to the voters for his or her 
political decisions”. 

The committee also urged the authorities to ensure the im- 
partiality of trial during the consideration of a cassation ap- 
peal by Tymoshenko (paragraph 35). 

In addition, the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committee “is concerned about the health of Yulia Tym- 
oshenko, [former Interior Minister] Yuriy Lutsenko and 
other politicians who are being prosecuted, and encourages 
the Ukrainian authorities to provide the possibility for in- 
dependent international experts to carry out their full diag- 
nosis and, if necessary, treatment outside the prison system.” 

The committee also “strongly recommended” that the 
Ukrainian authorities should implement the recommenda- 
tions and requirements outlined in the resolution of the Par- 
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Back Row from left to right: Peter Cyhynka, Roman Pendzey, Peter Kardasz, Bohdan С 


x 


ae % 
ogus, Zenon Ciz, Andrea Kardasz. 


Front Row from left to right: Rev. Ihor Panchyshyn, Mykola Koshyk, Orest Steciw, Bernard Trottier, Bob Dechert, Ted Opitz, 


Alide Forstmanis, Rev. Volodymyr Makarenko, Maria Kret. 


CCSU hostMembers of Parliament 


(CCSU/UkrNews)—Local Ukrainian Canadians came 
together at the Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Community 
Centre in Etobicoke, Feb. 5, to thank three Members of Par- 
liament for their support of Ukraine and to raise funds for a 
memorial in Ottawa to victims of Communism. 

MPs Bob Dechert (Mississauga-Erindale), Ted Opitz 
(Etobicoke-Centre), and Bernard Trottier (Etobicoke- 
Lakeshore) were honoured guests and featured speakers 
at a benefit luncheon organized by Etobicoke/Mississauga 
and Toronto Chapters of the CCSU: League of Ukrainian 
Canadians (LUC), League of Ukrainian Canadian Women 
(LUCW), Ukrainian Youth Association of Canada (CYM), 
and the Society of Veterans of UPA. 

The official program began with over 200 guests standing 
silently as the prelude to the documentary film “The Soviet 
Story” was played. Simultaneously, 22 members of CYM, 
holding lit candles, made their way through the banquet hall 
to light a centrepiece remembrance candle on each table, 
which was encased in barbed-wire, symbolizing the hope for 
freedom in the face of oppression. 

The Baturyn Concert Marching Band (CYM), Petrusia 
Chornopyski conductor, superbly performed the mournful 
prayer, “Holy Father” (Sviatyj Bozhe), before a hushed hall 
during the remembrance candle lighting ceremony. 

Opening prayers were offered in the Ukrainian language 
by Rev. Father Ihor Panchyshyn from the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and in the English language by Rev. Father Volody- 
myr Makarenko from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

Peter Kardasz, President of LUC Etobicoke/Mississauga 
Chapter and Chair of the Luncheon/Benefit Steering Com- 
mittee, introduced Alide Forstmanis, Chair of Tribute to 
Liberty (TTL), who spoke about the genesis of TTL and the 
work accomplished to date, as well as the daunting tasks that 
still need to be completed before a dignified monument will 
be standing in a fitting location in Canada’s National Capital 
Region. Forstmanis concluded by sharing her vision of TTL, 
where all communities in Canada that trace their ancestral 
heritage to nations that suffered communist totalitarian bru- 
tality will have a monument in the nation’s capital to honour 
the memory and sacrifice of their brethren. 

Following lunch, Orest Steciw, National President of 
LUC, thanked the Masters of Ceremony, Natalie Kardasz 
and Zenon Ciz of CYM and LUC as well as the young CYM 
members for skillfully guiding the opening ceremonies by 
saying: “the opening ceremony including the lighting of me- 
morial candles by CYM members and the performance of 
‘Holy Father’ and the National Anthems by CYM’s Baturyn 
was truly moving and a fitting tribute to why we are all here 
today: to honour our ancestral nation’s suffering and sacri- 
fice in the struggle to defeat totalitarian communism.” 

Introducing Dechert, Steciw noted that “Bob Dechert is, at 
this very time, performing a great service to our Ukrainian 
Canadian community in our nation’s capital. A month to the 
day from now, on March 5 and 7, 2012, the Standing Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs and International Development 
will begin hearings on Ukraine” 

Dechert recalled the suffering of the Ukrainian nation dur- 
ing the Holodomor and how fitting the memorial to the vic- 
tims of totalitarian communism would be in this regard. He 
also noted the on-going concerns of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community over developments in Ukraine and recounted 
the steps taken by the Canadian government to address the 


liamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) of] Situation including: Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s trip 


Jan. 27, 2012. 


to Ukraine and letter to President Viktor Yanukovych that 


included Canada’s concerns about the treatment of former 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, followed by the emer- 
gency debate in the House of Commons on the trial of Tym- 
oshenko and the current political situation in Ukraine. 

“Following a meeting that I had recently with Orest 
Steciw, Borys Potapenko and other members of the League 
of Ukrainian Canadians, we have arranged for the Standing 
Committee of Foreign Affairs of the House of Commons 
to study the current state of democracy in Ukraine. I be- 
lieve that by holding these hearings on Parliament hill, we 
will show the Ukrainian Government that Canada is taking 
notice and that we will hold them accountable for their ac- 
tions,” added Dechert. 

Referring to the upcoming elections to the Ukrainian par- 
liament he stated: “I can assure you that we will be look- 
ing at the most effective way of helping ensure that the core 
principles of fairness are upheld”. 

Introducing Opitz, Natalie Kardasz recalled his efforts on 
behalf of the Ukrainian community including that he suc- 
cessfully carried the community’s message to the Prime 
Minister’s Office requesting the Prime Minister to make his 
dramatic and very important visits to the Lonsky Prison Mu- 
seum and the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv during 
his historic trip to Ukraine; his defence of Roman Krutsyk 
of the Kyiv Memorial Society, standing up for Tymoshenko, 
and speaking out on the situation in Ukraine. 

Opitz said he was proud that Canada’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs John Baird had taken swift action to issue an offi- 
cial statement expressing Canada’s serious concern over the 
politically-motivated arrest of Tymoshenko and underscored 
Harper’s clear stance on the question of democracy and hu- 
man rights in Ukraine. “The Prime Minister set the tone for 
Canada- Ukraine relations in his historic speech in Lviv, when 
he stated that ‘the cornerstone of Canada’s foreign policy is the 
promotion of such values: freedom, democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law, and all the institutions that come with them: 
property rights, an impartial judiciary, and above all, freedom 
of expression and a free press’.” Opitz said. 

Zenon Ciz introduced Trottier, noting: “As a Member of 
Parliament, Mr. Trottier has been а strong advocate on be- 
half of Ukraine, he has spoken out in Parliament, he has par- 
ticipated in our community’s vigils for Yulia Tymoshenko, 
and he has supported Prime Minister Harper’s strong pos- 
ition on human and national rights for Ukraine”. 

Trottier reiterated his colleagues’ support for free and fair 
elections to the Ukrainian parliament later this year, the re- 
lease of Tymoshenko, support for rule of law, civil society, 
democracy and human rights, then directed his attention to 
the memorial to victims of totalitarian communism by say- 
ing, “Behind the Iron Curtain, these basic ideas (democracy 
and human rights) did not prevail. Human rights were not re- 
spected. People were not allowed to think and say what they 
wanted. Censorship and propaganda were the rule. Basic 
truths were withheld. Millions of people were banished to 
forced labour camps. Many millions more died in forced 
starvation or by outright execution. Many of you here today 
are descendants of people who suffered this cruel fate.” 

During the cultural program, sisters Ivanka and Solomiya 
Salo sang a beautiful duet about Ukraine, while Baturyn 
Concert Marching Band, Petrusia Chornopyski, conductor, 
performed “Volunteers are Marching“, and “Chervona Ruta” 
composed by a famous Ukrainian dissident from the 1960s, 
Volodymyr Iwasiuk, who was killed by the communist re- 
gime in Ukraine. 
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Report: Eugenia Tymoshenko’s 
marriage is over 


By Yuriy Onyshkiv, Kyiv Post 

The six year marriage of the daughter of the jailed 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
Eugenia and a British rock musician recently came to 
an end, confirming rumors that have been circulating 
for several months now. 

“Her (Yulia Tymoshenko’s) daughter’s marriage 
to British rock musician Sean Carr recently ended,” 
wrote Belfast Telegraph, a British news website, add- 
ing that the marriage “was said to have suffered from 
the strain of Yevgenia’s fight to clear her mother’s 
name.” 

Sean Carr and Eugenia Tymoshenko first met in 
Egypt. And their romance blossomed in England, 
where then 25-year-old went to college and where 
she had been living since she was fourteen. 

The couple had a grand wedding in 2005 in Kyiv 
and shortly made Ukraine their home. They also ran 
the Kyiv franchise for Ciro’s Pomodoro restaurant 
chain. 


Eugenia and Yulia Tymoshenko 


Carr continued performing with his heavy rock band 
Death Valley Screamers and leading a rock-star and 
expat life in Ukraine, the local tabloids reported. 


Racism scandal hits Ukraine’s 


Black Eurovision 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Svoboda has denied insult- 
ing a singer of African descent amid a deepening 
scandal over the Eurovision Song Contest. 

Yuri Syrotiuk, a spokesman for the Svoboda party, 
said he had never attacked Gaitana, a popular singer 
born to a Congolese father and a Ukrainian mother, 
for her skin color. 

The scandal erupted February 20 when Syrotiuk said 
the 32-year-old singer should not stand for Ukraine at 
the pop contest because “she does not represent the 
Ukzainian soul.” 

Gaitana was selected on February 18 to represent 
Ukraine at the Eurovision finals in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
in May. 

Many found the comments particularly misplaced 
since the singer, in her official Eurovision address, 
voiced hope that her song “Be My Guest” would help 
promote Ukraine as a “hospitable and friendly” coun- 


«І didn’t make any comment about Gaitana,” Syro- 
tiuk told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service on February 22. 
“What I said concerned the way the national selection 
was made. No party can determine who should par- 
ticipate and who should not. I said what Ruslana did 
was great, singing a national song. I didn’t make any 
comment on Gaitana, her skin color, or her race.” 

Ruslana, another popular Ukrainian singer, won the 
Eurovision contest eight years ago. 

Like several Ukrainian celebrities — including box- 
ing champion Vitali Klitschko — she has rushed to 
defend Gaitana, calling her one of Ukraine’s best can- 


Trials flawed, 
Yanukovych 
admits 2 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukrainian | 
President Viktor Yanukovych has 
admitted that the trial of former 
Prime Minister of Ukraine Yulia 
Tymoshenko and other former | 
officials fall short of European 
standards. 

“From what Europeans say, I 
agree with the fact that Ukraine’s 
legislation is imperfect and that 
the trial of Tymoshenko and others 
didn’t meet European standards 
and principles. I absolutely agree 
with this,” he said in an interview 
with three Ukrainian TV channels 
on Feb. 24, while commenting 
on European officials’ demands 
to allow Tymoshenko and former 
Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko 
to participate in the upcoming 
parliamentary elections. 

According to Yanukovych, 
Tymoshenko has made a mistake 
by choosing political and not legal 
plane for building up her defence. 


UNF HALL, 10629-98 ST. 
EDMONTON, AB 


Admission by Donation 
Proceeds will go to the Edmonton Women’s Shelter 


contestant 


Gaitana 


didates ever for the contest. 

Gaitana herself publicly reacted to Syrotiuk’s re- 
marks during a press conference in Kyiv on February 
22, at which she appeared alongside Ruslana. 

“T feel very ashamed of these racist comments be- 
cause they destroy Ukraine’s reputation in the eyes of 
the whole world,” Gaitana said. “I know that a lot of 
Ukrainians are trying to convey a good image, we are 
doing everything so that Ukraine becomes part of the 
European family, so that no one is afraid of coming 
here.” 

The scandal comes just as the Council of Europe 
publishes a report deploring the lack of measures to 
fight rampant racism and xenophobia in Ukraine. 
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Басараб відділ в Едмонтоні 


мистецькі твори, 
предмети народної 
творчості 


SATURDAY: 10 a. - 5 pM. 


Concert - 1 p.m. - 3 р.ті. ao 
Pysanky workshop: $10 - 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. ий 


SUNDAY: 12 noon - 4PM. 


Concert - 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 


piece a Чем і 
о КОЮ car 


КРАЇНОК КАНАДИ УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ 


oo ЗАПРОШУЮТЬ HA ВИСТАВКУ 


Lutsenko’s U.S. 
lawsuit dismissed 


(RFE/RL)—A U.S. court has dismissed a law suit filed by the former 
Ukrainian Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko against Ukrainian Prosecutor 
General Victor Pshonka. 

Lutsenko has accused Pshonka and his subordinates of violating his 
human rights and parliamentary immunity, and of arbitrary arrest and 
unlawful imprisonment. 

The suit was registered in court in the District of Columbia in December. 

The plaintiff was instructed by the court to serve the defendant and 
file a status report with the court on February 8. When no report was 
filed or extension sought on February 8, the court extended the term until 
February 24. 

As no status report was filed or cause shown why the action should not 
be dismissed, the court threw out the suit. 
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HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


Французьке ім'я - 
Українська душа 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 
Fully Accessible rooms 
Fitness Centre 
No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, АВ T5G ЗАЇ 
1.800.661.9843 chateaulouis.com 
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Запрошуємо смачно поїсти 

до "Марусиної кухні" та придбати 
набвнято найсмачніші в Едмонтоні 
та околиці бабки та паски 
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Бл. п. Стефан Коваль 


В п'яту болючу річницю смер 
ти мого дорогого мужа бл. п. 
Стефана Коваля, який відій- 
шов у вічність 

6-го березня 2007 р., 

складаю пожертву 5100.00 на 
пресовий фонд Українських 
Вісті, як нев'янучий вінок 

на могилу Покійого. 

Нехай пам'ять про нього буде 
вічно поміж нами! 


Наталка Коваль з родиною 


if 


and Reception Centre | 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian 
Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 


When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 


* Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 


 Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Toll Free: 1-877-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 
www.parkmemorial.com | 
Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky Lake | Vegreville 


Wildwood 


‘Owned and operated by the | 
Smolyk family since 1941 


Justine 
Lewkowicz 


DR. Marko Stech 
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Упокоїлася Марія Фішер-Слиж 


Прощаємося 3 прекрасною 
людиною. Людиною, яка була 
взірцем - українського  патріо- 
тизму Й високої моральності. 
Марія Фішер-Слиж народилася 
13 вересня 1922 року в Коломиї, 
але майже сім десятиліть зму- 
шена була прожити за межами 
України. Її родина емігрувала з 
України ще в 1939 році. 

Вже поза рідним краєм здобу- 
вала Марія Слиж вищу освіту. 
Вона стала лікарем-педіатром. 
Це благородне медичне ремес- 
ло дало їй змогу допомогти в 
боротьбі з хворобами тисячам 
дітей. 

Марія Фішер-Слиж була актив- 
нимгромадським діячем. Самена 


Марія Фішер-Слиж 
(1922 - 


багатьом юнакам та дівчатам. 
За рахунок її коштів видано не- 
мало важливих українських 
книг. Вона - меценат усіх два- 
надцяти міжнародних конкурсів 
з української мови імені Петра 
Яцика. Останніми роками Марія 
Фішер-Слиж жила в Торонто, але 
похованою вона буде, згідно з її 
волею, в США, на українському 
цвинтарі в Бавнд Бруці поряд зі 
своїм чоловіком, 

Світла пам'ять про цю благо- 
родну людину завжди буде з 
нами. 

Володимир Загорій, Михай- 
ло Ватуляк, о. Рафаїл Турко- 
няк, Олександр Огороднійчук, 


таких людях як вона тримається 
національне життя українців в 
еміграції. A ще вона належала 
до найвідоміших благодійників 
у Північній Америці. Також 


Меценатів. В 
сто вчителів 


була членом Ліги Українських 


стипендії. Саме пані Марія до- 
помогла здобути вищу освіту 


22) Леонід Ліщина, Олександр Xap- 
| ченко, Степан Горлач, Роман 
Канаді понад Колісник, Світлана Короненко, 


отримували 11 (лег Микитенко, Григорій Гу- 
сейнов, Юрій Буряк, Леся Во- 


ронина. 


O. Михайло Зубрицький — Літописець 
українського галицького села 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ 

20 січня в Торонто на першому засіданні НТШ 
цього календарного року відбулася надзвичайно 
цікава доповідь професора Франка Сисина. Д-р 
Сисин є відомим істориком, автором більше 
150 наукових публікацій, фахівцем у ділянці 
українсько  -польських взаємин у минулих 
століттях, дослідником Хмельниччини, та ранньої 
модерної української політичної історії. Його 
монументальний проєкт, як головного редактора 
багатотомної англомовної "Тсторії України-Руси", 
що здійснюється зусиллями очолюваного ним 
Центру Досліджень Історії України ім.Петра 
Яцика при Канадському Інституті Українських 
Студій, триває вже більше п'ятнадцяти років. 

Однак велетенська / праця Ha виданням 
історії Грушевського не завадила проф. Сисину 
зайнятися й іншим проєктом. Саме цій новій 
праці він 1 присвятив свою доповідь 20 січня, а 
саме - про діяльність отця Михайла Зубрицького 
та його роль у справах НТШ на початку минулого 
століття. Справді, як дізналися 0 присутні 
на засіданні у приміщенні КУМФу, отець 
Зубрицький був напрочуд цікавою постаттю свого 
часу. Хто він був та звідки? Зубрицький- був 
сином шляхетного, хоч і неписьменного, батька з 
села Кіндратів Турківського повіту. Михайло був 
наймолодшим з дітей. Варто відзначити, що він 
був ровесником Івана Франка (1856 р.н.), а також 
він особисто був знайомий та приятелював 3 
Франком підчас навчання в Дрогобицькій гімназії. 
Далі продовжив науку на теологічному факультеті 
Львівського Університету. Там зацікавився 
науковою діяльністю і написав першу розвідку 
про невільництво в 13-му столітті. Запізнався та 
одружився з Ольгою Миронович, внучкою отця 
з села Мшанець, що біля Старого Самбора, i так 
згодом став священником в Мшанці. Від того 
часу майже все своє життя провів у Мшанці, що 
не завадило, а скоріше допомогло йому стати 
унікальним істориком місцевого життя. 

О. Зубрицький залишив нащадкам більше 360 
наукових праць - серед них 220 газетних дописів, 
що сьогодні являється безцінним джерелом 
для дослідників минулого. Його цікавило все - 
господарські справи мешканців навколишніх сіл, 
складна соціальна структура, що різнилася від 
села до села, земельна власність - отець зібрав 220 
документів, найстаріші з яких сягають 17 ст. Писав 
він і про поточні події, як про епідемію холери, чи 
розповсюдження тютюну. Надзвичайно цінував 
він усну та матеріальну культуру селян: збирав 
народні пісні, залишив чудові рисунки будов та 
одягу. Також, займався історією духовенства та 
збирав апокрифи |7ro-18ro століть. 

Отець Зубрицький був членом НТШ, i вступав 


ФОТО --ДАРІЯ ДАРЕВИЧ 
Проф.Франк Сисин 


у творчу полеміку з Франком щодо мети та 
напрямку роботи Товариства. Завдяки йому була 
організована етнографічна експедиція НТШ до 
Мшанця, де було записано безліч матеріалів та 
зроблено близько 400 світлин. Отець Зубрицький 
також докладав немало зусиль, щоб зберегти та 
показати світові шедеври народного мистецтва. 
Так, експонати з Мшанця тепер прикрашають музеї 
Базеля i Відня, а у Львівському Національному 
Музеї зберігається картина "Страшного Суду" 
з Мшанецької церкви, що датується кінцем 15- 
поч. 16 століть. 

Таким чином, зробив висновок проф.Сисин, 
Отець Михайло Зубрицький належав до першого 
покоління українських священників-просвітників, 
і був одним 3 його найталановитіших 1 
найпрацьовитіших представників. Його 
велетенська наукова праця, безумовно, заслуговує 
на публікацію. Власне, цим зараз і займається 
проф. Сисин: разом із львівськими істориками він 
готує до видання 40 праць Зубрицького. В проєкті 
планується видати три томи - наукові розвідки, 
газетні статті, автобіографію, щоденники та 
листування. Заплановане видання допоможе 
воскресити ще одну надзвичайно цікаву сторінку 
історії галицького інтелектуального життя 
минулих століть, а також глибше усвідомити роль 
греко-католицького священництва в розвитку 
українського національного руху. 


- «Укгаїпіап Мемуз/Українські вісті; March 1 - 14, t= 14 березня, 2012 


Tymoshenko 
possibly 
maltreated in jail 


Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, who is serving a seven-year 
prison term for alleged abuse of office, may 
have been maltreated in prison, Zuzana 
Roithova, a member of the European parlia- 
ment, said on Feb. 22, reports Reuters. 

Tymoshenko, 51, whose sentencing last 
October was seen by the West as politically 
motivated and derailed the signing of an as- 
sociation agreement between Ukraine and 
the European Union, has long complained 
about health problems. 

The family and lawyers of Tymoshenko, a 
charismatic opposition leader who narrow- 
ly lost the 2010 presidential election to 
President Viktor Yanukovich, say she is 
suffering from lower back pains. 

Prison authorities say they are closely 
monitoring Tymoshenko’s health and fol- 
lowing the recommendations of German 
doctors who examined her this month. 

Roithova, former healthcare minister of 
the Czech Republic and a member of the 
European People’s Party which has long 
supported Tymoshenko, visited Kyiv and 
saw part of Tymoshenko’s medical records 
dating back to November 2011. 

“(The record) clearly shows that even then 
the medical findings concerning the lumbar 
spine area required proper treatment with 
anaesthetics, followed by appropriate rest 
and a further decision on possible surgical 
solution following more examinations,” 
Roithova said in a statement. 

“That would have been the standard pro- 
cedure. Instead, however, she was deprived 
of her supportive crutches, she spent endless 
hours interrogated and was even temporarily 
deprived of the painkillers.” 

Roithova said she would “be taking 
much more seriously the concerns of Tym- 
oshenko’s family, who fear that Yulia Tym- 
oshenko could be exposed to toxic substan- 

_..ces.so she would succumb to the pressure 
upon her”. 

“Yulia Tymoshenko’s health raises con- 
cerns that she has been maltreated while be- 
ing in prison,” she said. 


Government OKs 


Tymoshenko outside surgery 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s state 
prison authority on Feb. 20 agreed to let 
jailed opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko 
undergo possible surgery outside prison to 
alleviate her persistent back pain. 

The authority also provided Tymoshenko 
with a walker to help her move around 
her prison cell, as had been suggested the 
previous week by German and Canadian 
doctors. 

This comes in contrast with earlier 
comments by Ukrainian government- 
appointed doctors and prison officials that 
Tymoshenko was in “good health” and that 
the surgery was not needed. 

“Although the issue of surgical 
intervention is not on the agenda and doctors 
have not suggested, not justified this, we are 
still ready if it is required to provide such 
an opportunity,” Yevhen Poliakov, the head 
of the healthcare department at the State 
Penitentiary Service, said. 

Poliakoy said Tymoshenko had been 
provided with the walker to help her move 
around the cell, and has been following 
other recommendations by the German and 
Canadian doctors. 

“We are following those recommendations 
that have been written by the German and 
Canadian doctors,” Poliakovy said. 

The change in the position of the 
state prison authority comes days after 
Tymoshenko’s daughter, Eugenia, accused it 
of denying the proper treatment, which may 
now require a more complicated procedure, 
and perhaps even the surgery. 

Eugenia said her mother has a hernia, a 
diagnosis that had vehemently denied days 
earlier by Raisa Moiseyenko, a deputy 
healthcare minister and the government- 
appointed head of a medical team examining 
Tymoshenko. 


" 


‘Foiled murder plot’ raises eyebrows 


Ukrainian, Russian security 
forces detained alleged plotters 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Russian media are abuzz with 
reports that secret services have foiled a plan 
to murder Vladimir Putin. The timing, how- 
ever, is raising eyebrows. 

News of the plot, reported on February 
27 by Russia’s Channel | state television, 
comes just six days before a presidential 
election that’s expected to sweep Putin back 
into the Kremlin after a four-year stint as 
prime minister. 

Many Russians have reacted with suspi- 
cion, suggesting on social media that the 
thwarted plot was fabricated and timed to at- 
tract sympathy for Putin before the election. 

“A good PR move for the country’s main 
thief. Now all the grandmothers will react, 
they love victims,” writes one poster on the 
Russian blogging platform LiveJournal. 

“Strange that the attack wasn’t plotted 
in London, jointly by [North Caucasus in- 
surgent commander Doku] Umarov, the 
resuscitated [Al-Qaeda head Osama] bin 


Laden, and Martians,” quips another. “The 
ratings must be really low.” 

Analysts say the revelations of the alleged 
plot could be aimed at deflecting attention 
from the growing street protests against Pu- 
tin in recent weeks. 

Fuelling suspicion about the timing is the 
fact that authorities say the two suspects 
shown on Russian television were arrested 
weeks ago. 

“Although nothing can be ruled out nowa- 
days, it’s perfectly clear that this thwarted 
plot comes at a crucial time in Putin’s elec- 
tion campaign,” says defense analyst Alek- 
sandr Golts. 

“Before this news was announced, many 
analysts said his campaign must receive new 
impetus in order to show how important Pu- 
tin is for the country and how much Russia’s 
enemies hate him.” 

The Channel 1 report said Ukrainian and 
Russian security services detained the first 
plotter in Ukraine’s Black Sea port of Odesa 
after he was wounded in a January 4 explo- 
sion at an apartment in the city that also 
killed another alleged plotter. 

Ukrainian Security Service’s counterintel- 
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ligence agency, confirming the report, said 
the second man was arrested on February 4 
after initially escaping. 

The men were reportedly working for a 
group seeking to establish an Islamic state in 
Russia’s North Caucasus. 

This is not the first reported attempt on 
Putin’s life during an election period — a 
similar assassination attempt was allegedly 
foiled on the day of Russia’s last presidential 
poll in March 2008. 

In fact, the Odesa plot is the latest in а. 
string of alleged attempts to assassinate Pu- 
tin since he became president 12 years ago. 

Authorities blamed nearly all of them on 
Chechen separatists, which Russia has fought 
in two brutal wars following the Soviet col- 
lapse — the second of which launched in 1999 
by Putin, who was then serving as Boris Yelt- 
sin’s prime minister in 1999. 

Putin’s critics also accuse the Russian au- 
thorities of orchestrating a series of apart- 
ment-building bombings on the eve of the 
2000 presidential election that propelled Pu- 
tin to power. 

The Kremlin accuses Chechen rebels of 
blowing up the buildings. 4 
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Канада запрошує тільки 
багатих українських студентів 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Шістнадцять канадських навчальних 
закладів запрошують українську молодь 
здобувати освіту в Канаді. 23 лютого у 
Львові можна оглянути виставку «Освіта 
в Канаді», яка далі помандрує до одесь- 
ких і київських школярів та студентів. Чи 
справді реально українському школяреві 

продовжити навчання у Канаді, чи це 
лише привілеї для дітей заможніх батьків? 

«Ставте перед собою високі цілі», — 
порадив посол Канади в Україні Трой 
Лулашик, який, до слова, має українське 
коріння. Висока якість освіти, помірні, як 
за мірками Заходу, ціни за навчання, а ще 
можливість працевлаштування - це те, 
чого інші країни не запропонують, наго- 
лошують канадські освітяни. 

У Львів приїхали представники найкра- 
щих канадських університетів і коледжів, 
щоб розповісти молодим українцям про 
освіту в Канаді, можливості, які вона дає. 
Вони пропонують навчання у Канаді від 
шести місяців і до кількох років. 

«Студенти мають право працювати He- 
лише під час навчання, але й після його 
завершення, вони отримують дозвіл на 
три роки праці. A ще можна претендувати 
і на отримання стипендії», — каже посол. 

У середньому, рік навчання у державній 
школі Канади коштує 10-15 тисяч ка- 
надських доларів, у приватних школах від 
12 до 40 тисяч, в університетах канадські 
студенти на рік платять 5 тисяч доларів. 
А ось батьки молодих людей з-за кордону 
оплачують за рік навчання в канадському 
університеті від 10 до 25 тисяч доларів. 
Зрозуміло, що для переважної більшості 
українських родин - це не реальні гроші 


для навчання дитини. 

Освітянин з Канади Борис Демес 
каже, що система оподаткування Канади 
дозволяє студентам з України отримати 
так звану податкову відпустку. Тобто після 
навчання молода людина, працюючи в 
Канаді, деякий час не платить податки. 

Сьогодні у канадських навчальних 
закладах здобуває вищу освіту 400 
українських студентів. 

Більшість молодих людей з України 
намагаються залишитися на постійне 
проживання у Канаді. Зокрема й ті, які 
потрапляють у цю країну за різними на- 
вчальними обмінами. Адже молода люди- 
на, яка навіть здобула найкращу освіту за 
кордоном, не може працевлаштуватись в 
Україні. 

Школярі з деяких львівських шкіл 
потрапляють у Канаду на навчан- 
ня по обміну, розповіла Ярослава Яд- 
лось, заступник директора львівської 
лінгвістичної гімназії. «Ми віримо, що 
вони приїдуть сюди. Але наш досвід 
наразі невдалий, діти не повертаються. 
Багато молодих, перспективних, розум- 
них людей залишились у Канаді», - заува- 
жила педагог. 

Представники навчальних закладів Ка- 
нади розповіли, що нині роботодавці по- 
требують фахівців у технічній сфері, мар- 
кетингу й рекламі. Дев'яносто відсотків 
випускників коледжів упродовж півроку, 
за словами освітян, знаходять роботу за 
фахом. 

Прикро, але за даними ЮНЕСКО), поза 
межами України сьогодні навчається 
понад 30 тисяч українських студентів, 
найбільше у Росії, Німеччині та Польщі. 


Генерал Григоренко - син українського 
народу, і друг кримськотатарського 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

21 лютого минуло чверть століття з дня 
смерті відомого правозахисника, диси- 
дента радянських часів, генерала Петра 
Григоренка. Того ж дня його пам'ять 
вшановували і в Україні, 1 за кордоном. 
Кримські татари - народ, за права якого 

"він боровся і через що зазнав гонінь в 
Радянському Союзі, його згадують з осо- 
бливою вдячністю. 

У Криму в кількох населених пунктах, 
де компактно мешкають кримські татари, 
є вулиці, названі на честь Петра Григорен- 
ка. Навіть у Сімферополі значна частина 
містян площу Радянську віднедавна на- 
зивають майданом генерала Григорен- 
ка, хоч в офіційному перейменуванні 
місцева влада відмовила. Тут 15 років 
тому активісти українських і кримськота- 
тарських організацій встановили погруд- 
дя Петра Григоренка, теж досі не узако- 
нене міськрадою. Саме на цьому майдані 
щороку з ініціативи Меджлісу кримсько- 
татарського народу проходять громадські 
заходи пам'яті генерала-правозахисника. 

21 лютого, у 25 річницю смерті видат- 
ного правозахисника, вшанувати його 
пам'ять біля погруддя генерала зібралося 
близько сотні кримчан ветерани 
кримськотатарського національного руху, 
члени Меджлісу, активісти українських і 
кримськотатарських організацій, студен- 
ти місцевих вищих навчальних закладів. 

Член Конгресу українських  націо- 
налістів Василь Овчарук був серед тих, 
хто ставив цей пам'ятник. Він каже, що 
пишається і захоплюється долею Петра 
Григоренка, генерала, який проміняв свій 
добробут на боротьбу, переслідування і 

вигнання. 
| «Коли я дізнався про генерала Петра 

Григоренка, сина українського і друга 

кримськотатарського народу - я не міг 

бути осторонь. Це був порив душі і сер- 
ця!», - зазначив член КУНУ. 

У 1997 році, коли встановлювали цей 
пам'ятник ШПетру Григоренку, Василь 

Овчарук не лише безкоштовно тут пра- 


цював, мішав бетон, але й кілька діб 
поспіль охороняв його, оскільки місцеві 
комуністи погрожували зруйнувати по- 
груддя. 

Активістка кримськотатарської моло- 
діжної організації Ніяра Нагаєва поклала 
до пам'ятника кілька гвоздик. За її сло- 
вами, про Петра Григоренка їй із самого 
дитинства розповідали дідусь із бабусею. 

«Людина, яка так багато зробила для нас 
із такою щирістю! - наголошує вона. Він 
настільки любив кримських татар, так 
співчував нашому народові, і так багато 
для нього зробив, що ми зобов'язані його 
не забувати і віддавати данину - свою 
пам'ять і повагу цій людині». 

Виступаючи на меморіальному мітингу, 
керуючий справами Меджлісу Заїр 
Смедляєв нагадав рядки Петра Григорен- 
ка, які генерал написав уже у вигнанні, в 
США, і які присвятив кримським тата- 
рам. 

«Він говорив про те, що у нашому 
національному русі нам не треба просити 
владу. Він казав: не треба просити! Слід 
вимагати! Причому, вимагати не частину 
того, що відібрали, а вимагати все!» — 3ay- 
важив Смедляєв. 

Він також наголосив, що кримські та- 
тари завжди цінували і цінуватимуть 
підтримку представників українського та 
інших народів у їхній боротьбі за повер- 
нення і відновлення прав. За його слова- 
ми, така підтримка особливо цінна зараз, 
коли знову права людини і права народів в 
Україні утискуються і коли знову в країні 
зміцнюється авторитаризм. 

21 лютого в Сімферопольському ка- 


федральному Свято-Володимиро- 
Ольгинському соборі УПЦ Київського 
патріархату і в Патріаршому  Свято- 


Володимирському соборі в Києві пройш- 
ли панахиди в пам'ять Петра Григоренка. 
У Києві на поминальній службі була при- 
сутня група ветеранів кримськотатарсь- 
кого національного руху на чолі з лідером 
Меджлісу Мустафою Джемілєвим, а також 
представники української громади Криму. 


Українську мову 
треба захищати від 
української влади? 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Українська влада на чолі з Президентом 
перейшла від декларацій до конкретних 
кроків, спрямованих на звуження сфери 
ужитку української мови, заявили 29 лю- 
того у в Києві громадські активісти з руху 
«Не будь байдужим!». Представники вла- 
ди такі закиди раніше не раз спростову- 
вали і натомість заявляють про бажання 
«європеїзувати» мовну політику. 

Органи влади та окремі політики 
дискримінують україномовних  грома- 
дян України. Такого висновку дійшли 
активісти громадського руху «Не будь 
байдужим!», які проводили моніторинг 
стану української мови. Він свідчить, 
що протягом останнього року значно 
збільшилася кількість випадків, коли всу- 
переч чинному законодавству керівники 
місцевих органів влади змушували своїх 
підлеглих переходити на російську мову, 
і відмовлялися спілкуватися з громадяна- 
ми українською. Так чиновники демон- 
струють своє розуміння мовної політики 
керівництва держави, зауважує один 13 
авторів моніторингу Андрій Качор. 

«Питання навіть не тільки у виконанні 
закону про мову, - каже він. - Це питання 
1 взагалі відчуття безкарності людей, які 
так чи інакше причетні до влади, або до 
правлячої партії в нинішніх умовах». 

Активісти громадського руху 
зафіксували випадки, коли україномовні 
громадяни втрачали роботу або отриму- 
вали відмову у працевлаштуванні через 
те, що говорили українською. Ці випад- 
ки у подальшому можуть стати предме- 
том для судових процесів. Утім, навряд 
чи судді, з огляду на ситуацію в країні, 
пристануть на бік ображених українців, 
вважає керівник руху «Не будь байду- 
жим!» Оксана Левкова. 

Також, вона очікує, що найближчим 
часом наступ на українську мову може 
отримати підтримку на законодавчому 
рівні. Ухвалення проекту закону «Про за- 
сади державної мовної політики» автор- 
ства депутатів від Парті регіонів Вадима 
Колесніченка та Сергія Ківалова призве- 
де до маргіналізації української мови, 
зазначає Левкова. 

Натомість ініціатор згаданого законо- 
проекту, Вадим Колесніченко, переконує, 
що документ покликаний лише 
європеїзувати мовну політику в Україні. 

«Длямнеу цьому випадку пріоритетною 
є точка зору європейських інституцій. На- 


приклад, періодична доповідь комітету 
міністрів Ради Європи від липня 2010 
року відзначає, що в Україні системно i 
масово порушуються права людини на 
використання рідної мови. Проект закону 
«Про засади державної мовної політики» 
імплементує в українське законодавство, 
навіть не у повному обсязі, Європейську 
хартію регіональних мов та мов мен- 
шин», - сказав Колесніченко. 

Низка ініціатив влади свідчить саме про 
намагання витіснити українську з ужит- 
ку, вважають у громадському русі «Не 
будь байдужим!». Там звертають увагу 
на зменшення частки україномовного 
аудіовізуального продукту у теле- та 
радіоефірах, скасування обов'язкового 
іспиту з української мови при вступі в 
аспірантуру за наказом Міністерства 
освіти, закриття низки україномовних 
шкіл Ta нестачу | україномовних 
підручників для школярів. Ці факти 
свідчать про те, що підтримки та поря- 
тунку потребує саме українська мова, за- 
значила Левкова. 

«Ми, звичайно, виступаємо за рівність, 
але, на нашу думку, не можна виставляти 
на одну бігову доріжку людину з особли- 
вими потребами (такою, на жаль, нині є 
українська мова, в минулому мова колонії) 
і здорову людину. Тому, що ми розуміємо: 
рівень успішності такого бігу буде різний. 
Так само, ми хотіли би зазначити, що в 
Україні, за даними соціолінгвістів, себе 
визнають україномовними 70 відсотків. 
Тобто, питання чому вони не мають пра- 
ва на свою книжку, на свій медіа ланд- 
шафт тощо», - наголосила громадська 
активістка. 

Якщо ситуація не зміниться, то Лев- 
кова очікує, що можуть справдитися 
найгірші прогнози деяких фахівців, які 
передрікають - вимирання української 
мови близько 2060 року. 

Втім, радниця Президента України 
Ганна Герман висловила переконанн, що 
такої загрози насправді немає. 

«Поки живуть люди, поки живуть 
українці, буде жити українська мова. 
А нам треба робити дуже просту річ 
- щоб наші діти та онуки розмовляли 
українською, а все далі само собою ста- 
неться», - заявила Герман нещодавно в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 

При цьому соратниця Президента вис- 
ловила впевненість, що державна мовна 
політика буде покращуватися. 


У Львові закликають до 
«повалення режиму» 


(Радіо Свобода) - 25 лютого у Львові, 
близько 4 тисяч людей провели мітинг 
опозиційних сил із нагоди другої річниці 
перебування Віктора Януковича на посаді 
Президента України. Його організували 
опозиційні партії зі складу Комітету опо- 
ру диктатурі. 

Серед гасел учасників були згадки, 30- 
крема, про «другі роковини знищення 
України», атакож про «два роки правління 
Януковича, два роки поразок і сорому». 

На мітингу пролунав заклик до достро- 
кових президентських виборів, із яким 
виступив заступник Голови Верховної 
Ради, представник керівництва партії 
«Батьківщина», Микола Томенко. 

У резолюції мітингу заявлено, що 
«за два роки перебування Янукови- 
ча при владі в Україні встановлено 
антиукраїнський режим», і закликано 


українців «пам'ятати про мету - повален- 
ня режиму». У резолюції також мовить- 
ся про необхідність уже зараз готуватися 
до того, щоб «захистити свій вибір» у 
жовтні цього року, коли мають відбутися 
парламентські вибори. 

Після мітингу, близько ста членів 


молодіжних організацій партій- 
ініціаторів мітингу провели флеш-моб 
«Похорон втрачених можливостей», 


склавши в паперову труну папірці з на- 
писами про такі, на їхню думку, втрачені 
за влади Януковича надії, як «соціальний 
захист», «свобода слова», «демократія», 
«робота», «доступне житло», «віра в 
майбутнє», «впевненість у завтрашньо- 
му дні», «стабільність», «українська 
пісня», «Чорноморський флот» тощо; цю 
труну пронесли містом і залишили біля 
Львівської облдержадміністрації. 
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Yanukovych two years on: | Yanukovych continues 
Why many got him wrong 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—February 25 marked 
the second anniversary of Viktor Yanukovych’s 
election, during which attitudes toward him and his 
administration have hardened. But this was not always 
the case, and views of Yanukovych can be divided 
into three groups: to order, naive and realistic. 

To Order: From 2005, Yanukovych and the Party of 
Regions hired US political consultant Paul Manafort 
who had worked on the presidential campaigns of 
George W. Bush, Bob Dole, George H. W. Bush, 
Ronald Reagan, and Gerald Ford, and is a senior 
partner in Davis, Manafort and Freedman consultancy 
company. In an evident conflict of interests, Rick 
Davis would have become Senator John McCain’s 
chief of staff, an ardent supporter of the 2004 
Orange Revolution, had the latter won the 2008 US 
presidential elections. 

Two other US supporters of Yanukovych were 
Bruce P. Jackson and Adrian Karatnycky. Jackson, a 
former military intelligence officer and Vice President 
of Lockheed Martin is President of the Project on 
Transitional Democracies. Karatnycky, the former 
President of Freedom House, was President of the 
pro-Yushchenko Orange Circle until switching sides 
in 2009. Mykola Knyazhytskly, the CEO of the 
Ukrainian independent TBi channel, told Jamestown 
that he believed Karatnycky’s business consultancy 
for Igor Gusinsky, who with another exiled Russian 
oligarch Konstantin Kagalovsky founded TBi, led to 
his cooperation with Serhiy Levochkin, the head of 
Yanukovych’s presidential administration. Gusinsky 
and Levochkin are long-term friends. 

Karatnycky drew on his position at the Atlantic 
Council of the United States, where he is Senior Fellow, 
to organize Yanukovych’s first speech in the US in 
September 2005, at the New York office of the Atlantic 
Council. Yanukovych told the Atlantic Council, “When 
the Orange Revolution began, and I heard those pleas, 
‘which the leaders of the Orange Revolution addressed 
the people with, they were very familiar to me, and I 
liked them,” in what was a clearly pre-written text that 
had nothing to do with reality. 

Karartnycky has written 15 op eds in defense of 
Yanukovych’s record. The majority of the predictions 
and claims about Yanukovych’s plans and policies 
never came to fruition. Since 2011, Karatnycky and 
the Myrmidon Group are lobbyists for the Bosnian- 
Serbian government according to documents 
registered with the Foreign Agents Registration Act, 
US Department of Justice. 

Naive: Naivety came together with Ukraine fatigue 
in Yushchenko and Tymoshenko. US Embassy 
cables from Kyiv during the 2010 elections describe 
Tymoshenko and Yushchenko as “populist,” while 
being upbeat about Yanukovych’s economic program 
in cables entitled “Yanukovych Acolytes Preach 
Economic Orthodoxy and “Presidential Economic 
Adviser Stresses Need for Reform, Cautions Realism”. 

The second US cable strangely describes oligarch 
Rinat Akhmetov’s think tank as “widely respected.” 
Following Yanukovych’s election, the second US 
cable wrote, “Her appointment as the First Deputy 
Head of the Presidential Administration shows that 
(Iryna) Akimova has Yanukovych’s ear and bodes 
well for the prospect of economic reform.” Two years 
into Yanukovych’s presidency, Akimova (like Deputy 
Prime Minister Serhiy Tihipko) has little influence, 
economic reforms are nowhere to be seen and 
Ukraine’s relationship with the IMF has been frozen 
for the past year. 

The former US Ambassadors to Ukraine Steven 
Pifer and William Taylor argued until the summer 
of 2011, that the Yanukovych administration was 
listening to Western criticism, which it patently was 
not. In the last few months, Ambassador Pifer has 
taken a tougher stance and in testimony in February 
before the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
he said, “It may be time for US and EU officials to 
consult as to whether it is appropriate to consider lists 

of Ukrainian individuals who would be denied visas 
to visit the United States and EU member states”. 

Other commentators wanted to believe that 
Yanukovych had “changed.” Yale University Professor 
Timothy Snyder believed, like many observers, that 
Yanukovych would continue to pursue a Kuchma-style 


multi-vector foreign policy, would not put Ukraine in 
Russia’s orbit and not abandon pro-European rhetoric. 
European rhetoric is meaningless if a regime rolls 
back democracy at home and Ukraine’s relations with 
the EU are therefore frozen. : 

Incredibly Snyder, like the US Embassy cables 
and the Financial Times, believed Tymoshenko 
was the bigger threat to democracy in Ukraine than 
Yanukovych. A Financial Times editorial wrote, 
“Only a stable Ukraine can achieve economic reform 
and recovery. Ms. Tymoshenko is the polar opposite 
of a stabilising force. Mr. Yanukovich [sic], for all his 
manifest faults, may prove the lesser evil.” 

Quoting Karatnycky, Snyder sees Ukraine’s 
oligarchs as becoming “economically transparent,” 
supporting the rule of law and reducing corruption. 
None of these claims have materialized and the 
tule of law is in free fall; and corruption, according 
to Transparency International, is massively on the 
increase. 

Snyder’s belief that Ukraine’s oligarchs may 
have learned “not to flaunt money,” did not take 
into account that ‘bling’ is central to nouveau riche 
Ukrainians. Imprisoned former Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko’s purchase of a Californian mansion for $6 
million in cash was just under the $6.2 million spent 
by Ukrainian oligarch Pinchuk to entertain 300 guests 
at his 50th birthday party in the posh French ski resort 
of Courchevel on New Year’s eve in December 2011. 
Lazarenko’s home cost even less when compared with 
the $150 million paid by Pinchuk for the world’s most 
expensive home in London and $220 million paid 
by Donetsk oligarch Akhmetov for three penthouse 
apartments in London’s exclusive Knightsbridge. 

Realists: the British Guardian reporter Luke 
Harding, expelled from Russia in 2011 and author 
of “The Mafia State,” about Vladimir Putin’s Russia, 
was told by Yanukovych’s aides in the 2010 elections 
that he was now a reformed democrat, was passionate 
about Europe and had learned English. This was 
reminiscent of Soviet disinformation about former 
KGB leader and officer, Yuri Andropoy, and Putin as 
“modernizers” following in the footsteps of Peter the 
Great. 

Harding recalls that such disinformation about 
Yanukovych “was repeated in Brussels, London and 
Washington”. Repression of Tymoshenko and others 
opposition leaders proves he is no different from the 
election fraudster in 2004, Harding believes. 

Ukrainian academics were more doubtful that 
Yanukovych was a changed man. Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy Professor, Serhiy Kudelia, observed that 
Yanukovych is “a perfectly strategic politician whose 
power-maximizing instincts led him to the most 
rational choice available” of imprisoning Tymoshenko 
and other leaders. Kudelia was referring to the 
difficulty of group two commentators in understanding 
Yanukovych and only seeing somebody undertaking 
“utterly irrational and suicidal” actions. 

Western commentators, with the exception of 
Jamestown Foundation analysts, fell into the trap 
of Kremlinology by dividing the Party of Regions 
into doves and hawks with the former allegedly 
pro-European and committed to democracy and 
the rule of law. In reality, Ukraine’s oligarchs have 
introduced censorship on their television channels, 
continued to indulge in non-transparent and biased 
privatizations, ignored abuse of the rule of law and 
constitution and did not protest at the loss of access 
to the world’s biggest market through the Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement with the EU. 
Western commentators on Ukraine would be wise to 
heed Aleksandra Kuzhel’s words that “None of them 
stole honestly!”’. 

In December 2009, Yanukovych told US 
Ambassador to Ukraine John F. Tefft that he had 
five priorities for Ukraine: 1.) economic growth and 
fighting corruption; 2.) resetting relations with Russia; 
3.) improving relations with the EU and finalising the 
Association Agreement; 4.) developing a constructive 
relationship with NATO; and 5.) ensuring a close 
partnership with the US. None of these five priorities 
have been fulfilled. 

As EU leaders have found out late in the day: do not 
believe everything Yanukovych (and his cheerleaders) 
say. 


to reshuffle government 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)--Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych 
continues reshuffling his government with an eye to the parliamentary 
election scheduled for October 28. Political lightweights are being replaced 
with heavyweights and individuals personally loyal to Yanukovych. At 
the same time, the transfer of the influential election campaign manager 
for Yanukovych and his Party of Regions (PRU), Andry Klyuyev, from 
the post of first deputy prime minister to a relatively low-key position— 
of chief security adviser has left many local observers puzzled. Through 
Klyuyev, Yanukovych may be creating a new center of influence within 
the ruling elite. | 

Yanukovych started the reshuffle at the top last November, when he 
appointed two individuals reportedly linked to his older son Oleksandr, 
Vitaly Zakharchenko and Oleksandr Klymenko, as respectively interior 
minister and tax chief. Local pundits and journalists immediately branded 
them, together with Serhiy Arbuzoy who was appointed as the central 
bank governor in December 2010, as “the family group.” This past 
January, Yanukovych promoted Valery Khoroshkovsky, a person from 
“the gas lobby” — that is, with reported links to gas and chemical oligarch 
Dmytro Firtash who co-owns the gas trader RosUkrEnergo with Gazprom 
— from security chief to finance minister). 

On February 8, Yanukovych replaced Admiral Mykhaylo Yezhel with a_ 
civilian, Dmytro Salamatin, in the post of defense minister. Yanukovych 
has long been dissatisfied with slow reform in the army; what is more, 
Yezhel was involved in corruption scandals so his dismissal was only a 
question of time. Salamatin had before this appointment headed the state 
defense industry company and arms exporter Ukroboronprom. He moved 
to Ukraine from Russia in 1999 and is reportedly the son-in-law of former 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Oleg Soskovets, who was very influential 
in the mid-1990s. Former KGB officer Шог Kalinin, who was promoted 
to chief of the security service (SBU) on February 3, also has roots in 
Russia. 

Following Salamatin’s new appointment, two of his former deputies 
at Ukroboronprom became deputy defense ministers. Yanukovych also 
replaced the Chief of the General Staff, Hryhory Pedchenko, who had 
served in this position since May 2010 with his former deputy, Volodymyr 


Zamana. Pedchenko reportedly failed to find common language with | 


Salamatin. 

On February 14, Yanukovych relieved Andry Klyuyev of his duties 
as first deputy prime minister and economic development minister and 
appointed him as secretary of the National Security and Defense Council 
(NSDC), which is chaired by Yanukovych. Klyuyev replaced on the 
council Raisa Bohatyryova, who was appointed to serve concurrently as 
“humanitarian” deputy prime minister and health minister. The decision 
on Klyuyev may have been spontaneous and not well thought through 
given that the position left by him remained vacant for more than a week. 

Klyuyev, a businessman-cum-politician from Yanukovych’s native 
region of Donetsk, has been equally distant from “the family group,” 
“the gas lobby” and the influential oligarch Rinat Akhmetoy. Yanukovych 
trusted him to such an extent that Klyuyev has managed his and the PRU’s 
election campaigns and liaised, when needed, with Yanukovych’s bitter 
opponents from the camp of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 
As first deputy prime minister, Klyuyev supervised industry, including 
the military-industrial complex, and was the main negotiator with both 
the European Union and Russia. By contrast, the NSDC has been a not 
very influential advisory body with a small budget during the past several 
years. 

Ukrainian pundits have almost unanimously ruled that Klyuyev was 
demoted. Ukrainska Pravda on February 15 said the new position was 
a “humiliation” for him while Zerkalo Nedeli said on February 17 that 
Klyuyev definitely lost the chance to replace Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov. Kommersant-Ukraine reported on February 15, quoting a source 
from Yanukovych’s team, that Klyuyev could be punished for corruption. 
The source did not elaborate. Earlier, the same newspaper cited an 
anonymous source from the European Commission as saying that the 
Commission would freeze assistance to Ukraine over misspending, as a 
grant issued last year was spent not on energy saving projects as planned 
but on new transmission lines to connect new solar power plants in South 
Ukraine to the national power grid. The solar plants in question must be 
a business of Activ Solar, a Liechtenstein-registered company linked to 
Klyuyev. 

Alternatively, it has been suggested that Klyuyev’s new appointment 
has not been a demotion or a punishment but an attempt to strengthen 
Yanukovych’s rule. Anatoly Hrytsenko, an opposition people’s deputy and 
former defense minister, suggested that the NSDC under Klyuyev would 
de facto become the PRU’s election headquarters. Yanukovych explained 
his decision by the need to strengthen security. Klyuyev himself said he 
would supervise reforms in the uniformed agencies and focus on economic 
and energy security. Klyuyev, being one of Yanukovych’s most loyal and 
able lieutenants, may try to raise the profile of the NSDC, transforming it 
into a center of power alternative to both the cabinet and the presidential 
administration like it was during President Leonid Kuchma’s first term in 
1994-1999 and under President Viktor Yushchenko in 2005. 

On February 22, Yanukovych rather unexpectedly promoted 
Khoroshkovsky to first deputy prime minister. On February 23, he offered 
the post of Economy Minister to the independent-minded oligarch Petro _ 
Poroshenko, who served a brief stint as NSDC secretary and then was 
Foreign Minister under Yanukovych’s predecessor, Viktor Yushchenko. 


in Russian gas imports 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine will cut imports of Russian natural gas 
and tap alternative sources of energy while also seeking lower gas prices 
from Russia, President Viktor Yanukovych said Feb. 24. 

He said the alternative sources of energy will only make Ukraine’s 
position stronger at gas price negotiations with Russia. 

“We go the way of reducing consumption and have considerably cut 
[gas] imports,” Yanukovych said during his trip to the Dnipropetrovsk 
region, the presidential press service reported. “We go the way of 
securing alternative fuel and diversification of gas supplies.” 

“We believe that without the alternative energy our position will 
always be weak,” Yanukovych said. 

The comment indicates that Ukraine has rejected Russia’s recent 
proposal to cut gas prices 10% if Ukraine agrees to buy at least 33 billion 
cubic meters of gas in 2012. 

Ukrainian Energy and Coal Industry Minister Yuriy Boyko said last 
month that Ukraine will cut Russian gas imports to 27 billion cu m in 
2012, from 40 billion cu m in 2011 because of high gas prices. 

Russia delivered the proposals on Feb. 20 during the visit by Sergei 
Naryshkin, the head of the State Duma, the lower house of Russian 
Parliament. 

For any greater price cuts, Russia suggested that Gazprom has to 
acquire at least 50% of Ukraine’s gas transportation system, Kommersant 
daily reported citing a Russian source. 

Ukraine had been seeking a gas price cut to $230-250 per 1,000 cu 
m from $416/1,000 cu m currently, and was ready to create a trilateral 
joint venture to operate its gas transportation system in which Gazprom 
would control 33% stake. 

The developments come two day after Gazprom has threatened to 
reduce to “zero” shipments of gas Russian gas via Ukrainian pipelines to 
Europe by using alternative gas supply routes. 

Ukraine is currently the main shipper of Russian gas to Europe 
accounting for up to 80% of Russia’s Europe-bound gas supplies. 

Ukraine earns about $1.8 billion annually from shipping up to 110 
billion cubic meters of Russian gas to Europe. 

This revenue would be lost if Russia, which supplies a quarter of 
Europe’s gas demand, could find alternative way of shipping its gas to 
Europe bypassing Ukraine. 

In order for the threat to materialize, Russia would have to start and finish 
construction of a 20 billion euros worth gas pipeline across the Black Sea, 
called South Stream. This would take years to complete the project. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov on Feb. 23 dismissed the 
threat, and suggested that Russia would waste the money if it builds 
South Stream. “Ukraine will find the way out of this situation. Don’t 
worry about this,” Azarov said. 
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"Уапикоуусії promises cut | Shale gas tenders may mean 
bonanza for law firms 


Ukraine hopes reserves will diminish dependence on Russia 


By Jakub Parusinski, Kyiv Post 

The upcoming shale gas tender launched last month 
is on track to become Ukraine’s biggest auction to 
investors ever, an economic bonanza and a game- 
changer for the country’s Russia-dependent energy 
sector. 

The multibillion-dollar hydrocarbon exploration and 
production investments that could follow in coming 
years imply a tremendous amount of legal work, with 
lawyers eager for business set to come their way. 

With Europe’s fourth largest shale gas reserves, ac- 
cording to the U.S. Department of Energy, the produc- 
tion stakes in Ukraine have aroused international in- 
terest. The list of potential bidders includes America’s 
Exxon Mobil, Royal Dutch Shell, the Russian-British 
TNK-BP, and Italy’s Eni. 

According to Volodymr Ignashchenko, advisor to 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, 
the government expects up to five bidders for the vast 
Yuzivska field in eastern Ukraine and three or four 
bidders for the Olesky region to the west. 

The purchase of the tender documents alone costs $2 
million. The price tag for exploration and production 
work is expected to surge into the billions. 

This is potentially excellent news for law firms in 
Ukraine. They were swamped with work before the 
2009 global recession, but have seen foreign invest- 
ment activity in Ukraine dry up since. 

Vitaliy Radchenko, head of energy projects at inter- 
national law firm CMS Cameron McKenna, explained 
that each energy company would have to hire a law 
firm to assist them with the bidding process. 

“All the majors are interested,” he said. “It’s a game- 
changer.” 

Further down the line law companies will be able to 
cash in on due diligence, assisting in negotiating and 
concluding investment agreements, obtaining addi- 
tional licenses, dispute resolution, tax services, con- 
ducting analyses and a whole series of other activities. 

Sviatoslav Beiei, a lawyer at the Kyiv office of 
French law firm Gide Lafayette Nouel, which has 
extensive experience in energy dealings, explained 
that the potential value of such contracts depended on 
the depth of involvement, potentially running up to 
$1 million. Belei also pointed to ecology as a major 
source of business. 

Hydraulic fracturing — or fracking — 15 the process of 
cracking open shale rock with a mixture of sand and 
chemical-laced water to extract shale gas. Environ- 
mental concerns have led to bans on this practice in 
France and Bulgaria and a suspension on shale gas re- 
covery operations in Britain. Moreover, local author- 
ities in Ukraine from the areas of prospective explora- 
tion have recently raised concerns. “We try to identify 
all the potential risks for the project,” Belei said. 

At least one party is unhappy with the developments, 
though. 

Russian gas giant Gazprom has repeatedly stated 
that shale gas presents significant environmental risks 
and is not economically viable. Experts, however, say 
this stance obviously reflects Russian fears over loss 
of market share in its natural gas exports. 

There is still no sign that Gazprom will agree to 
sharply cut natural gas import prices for Ukraine, but 
it has reportedly in recent weeks offered a 10 percent 
discount. Gazprom, however, holds firm to its position 
that sizable gas price reductions hang on-Kyiv hand- 
ing over its strategic gas transit system and joining the 
Russia-led Customs Union with Belarus and Kazakh- 
stan. 

It could take years to start pumping sizable volumes 
from fields in Ukraine, but the mere shift — bringing 
the world’s energy majors in to help unlock potentially 


large shale gas reserves — could boost Kyiv’s leverage 
in price negotiations with Gazprom. 

But tenders in Ukraine, a country where vested in- 
terests and oligarchs rule, are notoriously murky. The 
upcoming shale gas tender could end up as no excep- 
tion. 

The controversial inclusion of a little known private 
company in the production sharing agreement has 
caused unease among some investors, and highlights 
Ukraine’s patchy history in dealings between the pri- 
vate and public sectors. 

The Adam Smith Energy Forum, held in Kyiv on 
Feb. 27- March 1, investors expressed unease about 
the tender requirements which require the winning 
bidders to partner up not only with state mineral re- 
sources company Nadra, but with a relatively small 
firm called SPK-Geoservice. 

SPK-Geoservice was picked in weeks ago in a tender 
as a minority partner, but its role and value in the deal 
remain unclear. 

Said to be owned by Ukraine’s top geologists, SPK- 
Geoservice has a 10 percent stake in a partnership with 
Nadra which will form a 50/50 joint venture with the 
energy company that wins the two separate tenders. 
Some energy majors were tight lipped in talking about 
SPK-Geoservice, others were lukewarm saying they 
have worked with the group’s geologists in the past. 

Radchenko said the inclusion of SPK-Geoservice 
may be partially motivated by Ukraine’s desire to learn 
the know-how and technologies involved in unconven- 
tional gas extraction, to be used in future state endeav- 
ors. He noted that Brazil’s oil and gas giant Petrobras 
used similar arrangements in the 1970s before going at 
it solo. 

Nonetheless, Radchenko expressed concern about 
the lack of information as to the length of the produc- 
tion sharing agreement, and how much funds, if any, 
the state side of the joint venture would be contribut- 
ing. 

Vladimir Zhmak, executive director of the Kyiv- 
based subsidiary of TNK-BP, questioned SPK-Geo- 
service’s credentials, pointing to the fact that it only 
posted $57,000 in revenue in 2010. Picking a company 
without the necessary financial resources discredited 
the tender, he claimed. 

“The results of the first tender were surprising for 
us. We did not see transparency and openness,” Zhmak 
said. 

TNK-BP is certainly peeved about shutting down its 
Lysychansk refinery on April 1, having found govern- 
ment ears deaf to requests of support or sector reform. 
Some Ukrainian officials speculate that TNK-BP, a 
partially Russian owned business, is sounding alarm 
bells about the tender’s transparency for political rea- 
sons. 

Zhmak denied these allegations, claiming that TNK- 
BP was motivated by pure business interests. 

So what’s really going on and will these strategic 
projects proceed, bringing in badly needed investment 
in the process? 

“The state is very interested in energy projects, 
and this is no secret,” said Oleh Malskyy, partner at 
Astapov Lawyers. He noted that investors were wary 
of moving into Ukraine’s energy business at the mo- 
ment, as this often meant joining up or competing 
with state-based organizations, or groups that could be 
linked to state officials or their relatives. 

“This is the message flying around at the moment: 
you don’t want to be against those guys, but you don’t 
want to be with them,” Malskyy said. 


Poroshenko named economy minister 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Petro Poroshenko, an oppos- 
ition figure and a former foreign affairs minister, was 
nominated for the post of economy minister, President 
Viktor Yanukovych said Feb. 23. 

The nomination, made by Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov, needs to be approved by the president, and 
Yanukovych, following a brief meeting with Poro- 
shenko, said he was “generally happy” with the nom- 
inee’s vision for reforming the economy. 

“T told him: Petro Oleksiyovych, please prepare and 
submit a very brief program of what you want to im- 
plement at the ministry,” Yanukovych said in an inter- 
view with Pershiy television, the presidential press 


service reported. 

The fact that the nomination was disclosed before 
the official appointment is extremely unusual for 
Yanukovych, let alone that the opposition figure had 
been tapped for the post. 

The disclosed nomination may be an attempt to force 
Poroshenko to accept the job, which bears serious pol- 
itical risks for him ahead of the upcoming parliament- 
ary elections in October. 

Poroshenko, the owner of the Channel 5 television 
among other assets, has been positioning himself as an 
ally of Arseniy Yatseniuk, the leader of the opposition 
Front For Changes party. 
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No-nonsense Blokhin 


By Igor Linnyk 

(UEFA)—As a player Oleh Blokhin had sublime 
talent, but ability alone is not enough to succeed at the 
top. Determination, dedication and the drive to keep 
improving are also key to the cause; this is the mes- 
sage the Ukraine national team coach is trying to pass 
on to his players — and the reason why, as his sin 
ers have pointed out, “he is never happy”. 

Blokhin may have been pleased Feb. 21 when the 
Football Federation of Ukraine (FFU) gave him the 
vote of confidence by extending his contract as head 
coach of the national team until the end their 2014 
FIFA World Cup qualifying campaign. But it is un- 
likely that he smiled. 

“Blokhin is never completely happy,” said FFU 
president Grigoriy Surkis, “but he is an optimist by 
nature.” The 59-year-old is making no promises about 
the co-hosts prospects at UEFA EURO 2012 but as 
the most decorated footballer of the Soviet era and 
the most successful Ukraine coach to date, winning 
thoughts are never far from his mind. 

This is the second time Blokhin has answered the 
call of the FFU after first agreeing to take charge of a 
national team in the doldrums in December 2003. De- 
spite reaching the play-offs for the 1998 FIFA World 
Cup, UEFA EURO 2000 and the 2002 World Cup, 
Ukraine had fallen at the final hurdle on each осса- 
sion. A forgettable 2004 qualifying campaign left few 
observers in Ukraine genuinely believing this ‘nearly 
team’ could ever make the step up. 

So when, at his first press conference as Ukraine 
coach, Blokhin promised “we will qualify for the 
2006 World Cup by winning our group”, not everyone 
took him seriously. Yet he guided the Zhovto-Blakyt- 
ni all the way to the World Cup quarter-finals, where 
they were stopped by eventual champions Italy. 

Those who believed Blokhin had just got lucky 
pointed to Ukraine’s subsequent failure to reach 
UEFA EURO 2008, but a qualifying section includ- 
ing both the then world champions and the Azzurri’s 
opponents in that final, France, meant progress was 
always going to be tough. Blokhin left, but three and 
a half years and another World Cup play-off loss lat- 
er, the former FC Dinamo Moskva coach was again 
courted by the FFU. 

One of Blokhin’s first measures was to ease the 
pressure on players weighed down by perceived fail- 
ure and the unrealistic expectations of the public and 
the media. “Of course we want to win EURO 2012 
but at least ten other teams have the same goal,” said 
Blokhin. “Our priority is to reach the knockout stage. 
Then we’ll see.” When his side were drawn in a fi- 
nals group including England, France and Sweden in 
Group D, Blokhin was adamant, saying: “Our goal 
remains unchanged.” 

Having known great success as a player, an inferior- 
ity complex is not a trait with which Blokhin is bur- 


Oleh Blokhin, in familiar solemn pose, receives СЕРА 5 
commemorative cap and medal for winning 100 caps 


dened. The 1975 Ballon d’Or winner claimed seven 
Soviet titles, five USSR Cups, two UEFA Cup Win- 
ners’ Cups and a UEFA Super Cup with FC Dynamo 
Kyiv. He was capped a record 112 times by the Soviet 
Union scoring 42 goals and in his homeland, he is held 
in the highest esteem. 

Back in 1997 it was he who predicted that a young 
Andriy Shevchenko would go on to become the best in 
Europe. Seven years on Sheva received his own Bal- 
lon d’Or and he is still grateful for his predecessor’s 
contribution to his career. “I never forgot Blokhin’s 
message,” said the former AC Milan striker recently, 
“put the greatest reason for my recognition in 2004 
was the success of the Ukrainian national team under 
his charge.” 

The two greats of Ukrainian football are reunited 
again, dreaming of UEFA EURO 2012 success, but 
Blokhin insists he will pick purely on merit, not past 
glories. “We don’t call up players for their beautiful 
eyes. In my team I only want players who are pre- 
pared to fight for our country.” Blokhin has also made 
a point of stressing that neither Artem Milevskiy and 
Andriy Voronin, two of his star strikers, are assured of 
a place in his finals squad. 

“These players need to be our leaders, but just now 
they are not fulfilling their potential,” he said. “If this 
doesn’t change they may not be included in my UEFA 
EURO 2012 selection. I don’t look at the names.” As 
recent history has shown, the demands of playing for 
the Ukraine national team can be severe, but no stan- 
dards are higher than those set by Blokhin; no wonder 
he is never happy. 


Women’s hockey Olympic qualifier: 
Italy beat Ukraine to finish third 


(Times of India)—Italy narrowly edged out Ukraine 
2-1 to finish third in the women’s field hockey 
Olympic qualifier at the Major Dhyan Chand Stadium 
in New Delhi on Feb. 25. 

Italy have performed admirably in the tournament. 
They were one goal away from qualifying for the 
final, losing to India 0-1 courtesy a late goal. Ukraine 
stunned India on the opening day with a draw (1-1) 
and then beat Canada (5-2) to earn a berth in this 
match for 3rd-4th places. 

The round-robin league match between these two 
teams was narrowly won by Italy 2-1. 

The beginning of the match was animated. Ukraine 
played aggressively with a lot of purpose and pushed 
the Italians back into their half. After the hard match 
played late last night against India, it took Italy nearly 
20 minutes to find some momentum and take control of 
play. They then forced two penalty-corners in a row but 

could not beat Alvina Budonna in the Ukrainian goal. 

Ukraine had a chance from a scramble in the circle 
in the last ten minutes of the first-half, but were denied 
by a miraculous save by Roberta Lilliu. They kept 
pushing but the last chance of the period fell to Italy, 
who took the lead through a rasping shot by Alessia 
Padalino from a last minute penalty-corner. 


Ukraine came back into the game early in second 
period, with a penalty-corner of their own scored by 
Bohdana Sadova. They could have increased their 
tally in the following minutes but were denied once 
again by a series of exceptional saves by the Italian 
keeper. The goal woke up the Italian team and they 
promptly regained control of play to threaten the 
Ukrainian circle. They had two chances on penalty- 
comers, but the Ukrainian defence had by now figured 
out Padalino’s shot and defended well. 

The clock was ticking down and extra-time was 
looming large, something both the teams wanted to 
escape having played six matches in eight days. Italy 
pushed hard for a winner and it finally came in the 
67th minute and it was once again Padalino for the 
Italians. With this goal, Padalino overtook South 
African Dirkie Chamberlain as the top scorer in the 
competition 

Ukraine threw everything they had left in the last 
few minutes of play to tie the score and were unlucky 
to hit the post, but managed to force a penalty-corner 
in the dying seconds of the match. Italy called upon 
the video-umpire to review the penalty-corner call, 
but it stood for a dramatic last chance attempt, which 
was kept out well by the Italian defence. 


Yevhen Konoplyanka (right) is congratulated by his Ukraine team-mates 
after scoring against Israel . 


Ukraine step up 
preparations with Israel win 


By Boaz Goren, from Moshava Stadium 

UEFA EURO 2012 co-hosts Ukraine continued their preparations for 
this summer’s tournament with a narrow victory against Israel in Petach 
Tikva, Feb. 29. 

Goals from Oleh Gusev and Yevhen Konoplyanka gave the visitors a 
two-goal cushion at the break before substitute Tomer Hemed reduced the 
deficit from the penalty spot ten minutes into the second half. Andriy Yar- | 


molenko’s close-range finish made it 3-1 just past the hour and although | 


Ben Sahar pulled one back for the hosts, Ukraine held on to ensure Eli 
Gutman’s first game as Israel coach ended in defeat. 

After a scrappy opening to the match, Rami Gershon conceded a penal- 
ty for a foul on Yarmolenko and Gusev made no mistake to give Ukraine 
a 17th-minute lead. Oleh Blokhin’s charges dominated possession in the 
first half and extended their lead just before the break when Konoplyanka 
capitalised on a mistake by Yuval Shpungin. On the stroke of half-time, 
visiting forward Andriy Voronin failed to make the most of Dedi Ben- 
Dayan’s error and round off Ukraine’s impressive first-half performance 
with a third goal. 

Israel were much improved after the break and ten minutes into the 
second period Vitaly Mandziuk was penalised for handball in the penalty 
area allowing substitute Hemed to reduce the arrears. Ukraine regained 
their two-goal advantage just past the hour when Yarmolenko latched 
on to Olexandr Aliyev’s through ball and finished from close range. Sa- 
har combined with Maor Melikson shortly afterwards to make it 3-2 but 
Ukzaine held on. 

Blokhin’s men kick off their UEFA EURO 2012 campaign in Kyiv on 
June 11 against Sweden before taking on France and England in Donetsk 
on June 15 and June 19 respectively. 


Sebastian Blanco, scorer of Metalists third goal, in action against 
Salzburg. 


Metalist close the book on Salzburg 


(UEFA)—Olympiacos FC will have the dubious pleasure of taking on 
FC Metalist Kharkiv in the UEFA Europa League round of 16 after a 
4-1 win in Ukraine, Feb. 23, closed the book on FC Salzburg, who were 
beaten 4-0 in the first leg. e ь 

Ricardo Moniz’s Salzburg had done a good job of keeping the 
competition’s most flamboyant side at bay until captain Martin 
Hinteregger’s own goal just before the half-hour. Jakob Jantscher 
responded after the break, but his effort only riled Metalist, with Jonathan 
Cristaldo and Sebastian Blanco striking as the home side once more 
moved up a gear, and Marlos registering late on. 

A fiery crowd came expecting another show against a side taken apart 


in the first leg in Austria, but to Salzburg’s credit, they did a reasonable —- 


job of restraining Myron Markevich’s irrepressible team. They looked 
threatening themselves until, following a quick break on 28 minutes, 
Hinteregger stuck out a foot to direct José Егпезіо Sosa’s off-target effort 
into his own net. 

Master entertainer Taison should have made it 2-0 within seconds of the 
restart, but fired wide when well placed, and just before the break drew a 
tremendous save from Alexander Walke with an effort from just outside 
the box. 

Salzburg levelled when Oleksandr Goryainov could only palm Jonathan _ 
Soriano’s shot on to the head of Jantscher, who finished from close range. 
However, Metalist responded swiftly: Cristaldo held off Andreas Ulmer 
in the box and slid an effort past Walke, and Blanco fired in a third despite 
Franz Schiemer’s attempts to clear off the line. 

Substitute Marko Devié clattered Walke’s post not long afterwards, and 
Soriano drew a reflex save from Goryainov as time ticked down. Marlos, 
however, had the final word, bundling the ball over the line with his knee 
from Devié’s ball across goal. 


Chaos broke out after Vitali Klitschko unan- 
imously outpointed Dereck Chisora to retain 
his WBC heavyweight belt Feb. 18 when Chi- 
sora got into a brawl with former WBA cham- 
pion David Haye at the post-match news con- 
ference, reports The Associated Press. 

Chisora taunted Haye about losing the 
WBA belt to Klitschko’s younger brother, 
Wladimir, last July, leading to a heated ex- 
change before Chisora knocked a bottle out 
of Haye’s hand and they came to blows. 

Haye also fought with members of Chiso- 
ra’s entourage, and his coach, Adam Booth, 
was left bleeding from a cut on his head. 

Camera equipment went flying and report- 
ers fled before security eventually managed 
to separate the men and police arrived at the 
scene. 

“You’ve really lost it this time,” Chisora 
told Haye. 

Klitschko beat Chisora in a bruising en- 
counter in which the Ukrainian claimed to 
have fought from the fourth round with only 
his right fist after hurting his left hand. 

“J think we all heard excuses about a broken 
toe,” Chisora later retorted, referring to Haye’s 
loss to Klitschko’s younger brother, Wladimir, 


for the WBA belt in Germany last July. 

Wladimir is the “super” WBA champion 
and also holds the IBF and minor WBO and 
IBO belts. 

Chisora found little support from the sell- 
out crowd of 12,500 after slapping Vitali 
Klitschko’s face at the weigh-in on Feb. 17, 
and ensured the ill feelings continued when 
he spat in the 40-year-old’s face as the cham- 
pion’s record was being called out before 
their bout. 

“T wanted to knock him out, to be honest,” 
Klitschko said. “Such a cheek.” 

Wladimir acted as a buffer as Chisora con- 
tinued to goad his older brother. 

Vitali was clearly incensed, but it took 
some time before he could assert control 
against the Briton’s aggressive approach. 
The champion’s greater reach and experi- 
ence made the difference. 

The judges scored it 118-110, 118-110 and 
119-111. 

Chisora said after the bout he wanted a re- 
match, or a bout with Wladimir. 

“He won’t fight me again. I don’t blame you. 
I wouldn’t fight me either,” Chisora said. 

Klitschko improved to 44-2 (40 KOs) with 
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Chaos breaks out after Klitschko victory 


Klitschko lands a ne Rook 


the 10th successful defense of the title he 
won from Corrie Sanders in 2004. 

It was arguably the toughest bout he’s had 
to endure since losing on a technical knock- 
out to Lennox Lewis in 2003. 

«Рі not proud of my performance tonight 
because I feel I let my fans down,” Klitschko 
said. 

The Zimbabwe-borm Chisora dropped to 
15-3 (nine KOs) after his third loss in his last 
four fights, but he had the fans in Munich’s 
Olympiahalle worried as Klitschko appeared 
to tire from his relentless attacks. 

Sensing an upset, they chanted the Ukrai- 
nian’s name in the seventh round before 
Klitschko reasserted his dominance with a 
series of precision blows. 

Chisora was bleeding from the lip after the 
first round, but seemed more than capable of 


taking Klitschko’s repeated punishment. 

Klitschko eventually took control of the 
bout in the ninth round, catching Chisora 
with a huge right and seemingly picking his 
punches at will. Chisora was barely hanging 
on in the 10th. 

“He tried it all, but apart from a few grazes 
I didn’t get anything more,” Klitschko said. 

Chisora gave it everything he had in the 
12th and final round as he sought-a knockout 
blow, but Klitschko, knowing the work was 
already done, used his greater experience to 
safely see out the round, and maintain he and 
his brother’s dominance of the heavyweight 
division. 

“J wanted to give him what he deserves. It 
didn’t work out,” Klitschko said. “Life is an 
interesting thing. Life is long. Who knows? 
Maybe we’ll meet some other day.” 


